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marcOgram
Official Publication of The Montreal Amateur Radio Club Inc. Box 53047 - RPO Dorval, Dorval Quebec H9S 5W4
A MARC Monthly Newsletter

Volume 57, Number 07 April 2012

Next meeting - April 25, 2012
Ragchew and Fleamarket: 19:30, Club meeting: 20:00
Ignatius of Loyola Parish Church
4455 West Broadway (corner of Terrebonne) in N.D.G. - Montreal
(Please enter by the back door)

Guest Speaker - Guy Lamoureux, VE2LGL, President of RAQI.

THE LUCKY TICKET AT THE MARC HAMFEST 2012
(The Titanic Story - pages 5, 6 & 7)
(Hot of the press - Solder Spot HF Rx. 4oM Build - Page 7)
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DIRECTORS
President:
Paul Iarrera, VE2OFH
Vice President:

Club Call Sign:

Club Website: http://www.marc.qc.ca
Club Email:

Jim Hay, VE2VE
Membership:
Vernon Ikeda, VE2QQ
Secretary:
George Hedrei, VE2NGH
Directors at Large:
Craig Brander, VE2YGK
Ron Campbell, VA2RJC
Marc-Andre Gingras, VE2EVN
Paul “Mac” MacDougall, VA2YQ
Earl Paris, VE2ESP

Annual Fees are:
GeneralMembers...!

$25.00

Associate Members!

$25.00

White cane members!

$15.00

Family members (per family)
$30.00
The membership year runs from
September 1 to August 31.
Membership received on or after
June 1 commences immediately
and extends through the
subsequent membership year covering a period of up to fifteen
months.
.
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ve2arc@rac.ca
Repeaters

Sheldon Werner, VA2SH
Treasurer:

VE2ARC

VE2BG!!

147.06 MHz (+)

Owned and operated by Montreal
Amateur Radio Club. Located on the Point
Claire water tower.
VE2RED!

147.27 MHz (+)

Owned and operated by the Montreal
Amateur radio Club.

Meetings of the Board of Directors
Meetings of the Board of Directors are
open to any member to attend. Board
meetings are held on the first Wednesday
of the month (Sept. to June) at 7:30 PM at
the same venue as the monthly meetings
(see below).
Should you wish to attend one of the
meetings you are welcome. Just speak to
one of the directors before-hand to make
certain that the meeting has neither been
cancelled, nor the location changed.

Club Activities - Monthly
Meetings
Club meetings are held on the last Wednesday
of the month. The meetings will be held in the
Lounge which is the rearmost door on the
South side of the building unless we have reason to hold it in the Parish Hall which is the
first door on the South side of the building. An
informal flea-market and ragchew session
starts at 19:30 with the formal meeting starting
at 20:00. STM buses 51, 162, and 105 stops at
or near the door!

A Word from The
President.
Hello all
Sitting here on this rainy morning, I think it's the first time in
weeks that the Solar Flux index
has crept back up to 142. I'll
have to see what I hear on the
air on my way over to today's
Solder Spot session. Let's hope
conditions continue to improve,
there's nothing worse than a
grumpy ham because he missed
his pile-up (-:
I'm excited about this spring's
Solder Spot project which is being lead by Eamon Eagan,
VE2EGN. We will be building a
40 meter receiver kit from Ramsey Electronics . The superheterodyne direct conversion kit
receives CW, SSB and AM.
Solder Spot Session dates are
April 21, 2012 @ 13h00, April
28, 2012 @ 13h00 and May 12,
2012 @ 09h00. The location for
these sessions is at the Loyola
Parish lounge where the MARC
holds it's monthly meetings.
After nine years of faithful service as editor and co-editor of the
MarcOgram, Ron Campbell,
VA2RJC has announced his intention to step down from his
position. I would like to personally thank Ron for the excellent
work he has done with our news
letter. One of the few jobs involved with the club where there
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is a monthly dead line and the
stress associated with it. Sometimes a thankless job, Ron's duties
were not only relegated to his excellent work on page layout and
production, he also was responsible for much of the content you find
in your monthly news letter. Ron,
I'm sure the other members of the
board will join me in expressing our
deepest gratitude for all the hard
work you've done over the years as
the editor of this fine news letter.
While you may no longer be editor,
something tells me that you may
continue to enjoy contributing the
occasional article. Know that your
wonderful photo essays, articles of
historical note and other contributions of general interest will always
be welcomed on these pages.
Now don't worry everyone, the
MarcOgram will not be rudderless
with Ron's departure. I am happy
to announce that Cliff Tooher,
VA2UTC has agreed to take over
the helm as editor of our news letter. He has experience in broadcast radio and currently maintains
several Internet Blogs many of
which include topics of interest to
amateur radio enthusiasts. I am
sure you will agree that Cliff will be
a welcome addition to our editorial
staff and join me in wishing him
best success as he takes on the
role of Content Editor.
We are currently shifting around
and spreading responsibility for the
MarcOgram production, so as not
to leave all the weight on one pair
of shoulders. There are no definite
lines and everyone contributes according to their availability, but here
is a rough breakdown of the current MarcOgram volunteer editorial
staff.
Cliff Tooher, VA2UTC – Content
Editor
Marc-André Gingras, VE2EVN –
Page Layout Editor
Sheldon Martin Werner, VA2SH –
Contributing Editor
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MarcOgram
The MarcOgram is published nine
times per year on the second to last
Wednesday of September through
June, excepting December, by the
Montreal Amateur Radio Club.
Advertising and copy deadline is
one week prior to publication.
Associate Editors.
Sheldon M Werner, VA2SH
va2sh@marc.ca

A

D

I

0

C

L

U

B

minds enjoy hearing from you and
sharing with you those things that
fascinate and captivate our passion
for amateur radio. Send in your
contributions to Cliff Tooher,
VA2UTC to va2utc@hotmail.com
This month's meeting is on
Wednesday April 25, 2012 and I
hope to see you all there to welcome our Special guest speaker,
Guy Lamoureux, VE2LGL, President of RAQI. 73 de Paul VE2OFH

Ron Campbell, VE2RJ
va2rjc@marc.ca
Articles published in the
MarcOgram may be reproduced
provided credit is given to the
original author and the Montreal
Amateur radio club.
The opinions expressed herein are,
unless otherwise stated, solely
those of the authors concerned, and
not those of the Club, the Directors
or members and do not represent
the policy of the Club

Nora Hague, VA2NH – Proof Editor
Thanks to the dedication and enthusiasm of these members, we
will be able to continue to enjoy the
high standard of editorial content
we have become accustomed to
under Ron's tutelage. Note that
Marc-André, VE2EVN has also
been providing us with proof reading services and while he may continue to do so for a time, we would
like to find another proof editor to
help Nora. If you're interested, you
can drop me an email at
ve2ofh@marc.ca we would appreciate your help and it only requires
a few short minutes of time a
month.
Of course we are always on the
look out for articles, photos and
even letters to the editor from our
fellow members. This is after all,
your news letter and we of like

From the Editor’s Desk
This month I’ve added another
short piece on APRS and, as you
can see some pictures taken by
yours truly at the April, 2012 MARC
hamfest.
This month the 100th anniversary
of the Titanic disaster was celebrated around the world including
many hams. In particular, the
Chelmsford Amateur Radio Society
(CARS) home of the Marconi establishment. I have included some
material of this event.
Goodbye, aurevoir & arrivederci ,
Your ex-editor.
Ron, VA2RJC

OUR APRS COLUMN
APRS-AVRS
AVRS is the ham radio Universal
Voice Contact System equivalent
to the Universal Ham Radio Text
Messaging initiative. Both of these
initiatives attempt to cross connect
all ham radio systems so that only
a callsign is needed to establish
TEXT or VOICE contact. For Voice,
we are trying to cross connect all of
the VoIP ham radio link Programs
(IRLP, ECHOlink, WIRES, D-STAR,
Asterix, etc)! . Think of AVRS as
Ham Radio's Cellular-by-Callsign
system where you use your radio
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MARC Fundraiser WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
In order for MARC to reach some of it’s goals, we have decided to re-introduce tadvertising in the marcOgram newsletter. The
rates are as follows:
Business card
$ 5.00 per issue
Quarter page
$ 7.00 per issue
Half page
$12.00 per issue
Full page
$20.00 per issue
The “Marcogram” from September to June, which is nine issues. We also publixh a summer efition during the months of
August/September, which becomes a free month. So we actually publish ten issues. We have a list distribution of about 200
persons. A business card placed for 9 issues would only be $ 40.00. We are asking for all members to family or friends who
have a business to place an ad. You could also advertise a special function.

to make a call to a callsign instead of a phone number. .
Universal Connectivity-bycallsign Workshop:
This workshop was held at an
ARRL/TAPR Digital Communications Conference AVRS, however, is just part of the overall
Ham Radio Initiative for Universal Contact by-callsign Follow
these links for more info.
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://
www.aprs.org/avrs/DCC/DCC-univ
ersal-contact.ppt.
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%
3A%2F%2Fwww.aprs.org%2Favrs
%2FDCC%2FAVRS-slidesDCC201
1.ppt

World Amateur Radio Day
Did you know that there was a
World Amateur Radio Day? I sure
didn't until of late when a news article from the Southgate Amateur
Radio Club caught my eye. It was
celebrated this year on April 18,
2012 on the 87th anniversary of
the founding of the IARU (International Amateur Radio Union).
The theme this year is “Amateur
Radio Satellites: Celebrating 50
Years in Space” commemorating
the launches of OSCAR 1 and
OSCAR 2 on December 12, 1961
and June 2, 1962 respectively.
What a great way to promote Amateur Radio to the general public.
4

Perhaps next year, we can
make a bit of a celebration of it
and invite folks out to see what
amateur radio is all about.
A number of special event stations were on the air of the occasion and some may still be
operating at the time of this writing. Here is a list from the
Southgate ARC.
South Africa - ZS6IARU, will
be active on 18 April. QSL
via ZS4BS.
Bulgaria - LZ1WARD, by the
Bulgarian Federation of
Radio Amateurs, active
throughout the month of
April. QSL via bureau.
Switzerland - HB9WARD by
Union Schweizerischer
Kurzwellen-Amateure, active on 18 April. QSL via
HB9JOE.
Poland - HF87WARD, by
members of the SP-CFF
will be active from 17 to 30
April. There is an award for
this operation. QSL via

eQSL.cc and WFF
LogSearch.
Liberia - EL2RL, by the Liberia
Radio Amateur Association
will be active on 18 April.
Direct QSL to EL2BA.
Mexico - 6H6IARU by the Federación Mexicana de Radio
Experimentadores who are
active from 13 to 18 April.
QSL via LoTW and N7RO.
Chile - 3G87IARU by the Radio
Club de Chile, active
throughout the month of
April. QSL via CE3AA.
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Perhaps you've already made contacts with some of these stations
while wandering the bands? For
more detailed information, try the
Soutgate ARC's web site at:
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/
april2012/world_amateur_radio_da
y_2012.htm

73 de paul ve2of

RMS Titanic - The Story
Marconi and his Wife, Beatrice had
been invited to travel to America on
the RMS Titanic at the expense of
the White Star Line but due to
business Marconi himself travelled
a week earlier on the liner the SS
Lusitania. His Wife could not
travel with him or go on the RMS
Titanic due to their Son, Giulio having a very bad cold.
Beatrice together with their Daughter, Degna watched from their
house on the Solent as the RMS
Titanic sailed by.
Jack Irwin had been the Marconi
shore operator who received the
‘CQD’ signal from the RMS Republic when it was rammed the year
before by the SS Florida off Nantucket Island. See “Jack Binns
Event - 2009" in the CARS Web
Site, Sandford Mill Folder http://www.g0mwt.org.uk/sandford
mill/index.htm
Jack had been requested by Captain Smith to be the Senior Wireless Operator on the Titanic but
this request was blocked by Bruce
Ismay, Chairman of the White Star
Line. This was the last straw for
Jack who had also fallen in love
with a young lady in America - he
announced his resignation from
Marconi and was offered a job on a
New York Newspaper. To keep his
appointment Jack had to sail on
7th April from Liverpool on the
Minnehaha to New York.
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The RMS Titanic sailed from
Southampton on Tuesday, 10th
April calling in at Ireland before
crossing the Atlantic.
The previous week the weather
was atrocious with huge waves but
as the Titanic pressed towards
New York the sea was without any
waves - it was also a Moon less
night on the 14th - something many
seamen have said has never occured again at that time of the year.
Look-outs on ships normally rely
on the reflections from the Moon to
see waves breaking on the Icebergs - this night there were neither.
The Icebergs were very far South
and we now know they were
"Fresh Water Icebergs" which ride
in the sea differently to a "Salt Water Berg".
At least 6 Iceberg warnings were
received by the Titanic and taken
to the bridge as was normal custom.
The Titanic was travelling at about
30 MPH and when the warning
was given that an Iceberg had
been seen - nothing could have
been done in the time before it
struck.
The Leyland ship, the SS Californian had Marconi Wireless Operator Cyril Furnston Evans on duty
during the day and he had received
a number of Iceberg warnings from
the RMS Baltic, Dutch Liner Noorham, Cunard liner Caronia as well
as the German ship the Amerika.
These were correctly taken to Captain Lord who noted them. At 10pm
Captain Stanley Lord encountered
a patch of ice and wisely stopped
engines until daybreak.
The Californian saw a ship approaching which they considered
must be the Titanic.

Evans listens to some of the
traffic from the Titanic.
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At about 11.30pm Evans tapped
out to his mate on the Titanic
"Say OM, we are surrounded by
ice and stopped" without any
formal procedure or Callsign.
Since the two ships may have
been 12 miles apart the signal
from Evans must have overloaded Phillips ears!
Phillips barked back "Shut up shut up You are jamming me - I
am working Cape Race."
Evans realised he had upset
Phillips - he took off the headphones and went to bed.
At 11.40pm the Titanic struck
the Iceberg and began sinking.
Captain Smith instructed Phillips
to send a CQD Message which
was followed by the new SOS
Distress Messsage. This was
heard by a number of ships and
shore stations who alerted others. Unfortunately 3rd Officer
Groves on the California later in
the night had passed the Wireless Room, saw the headphones on the table and put
them on - what he did not know
was that the Magnetic Detector
was clockwork with a 20 minute
work time - it had run down Groves heard non of the dozens
of loud signals being transmitted. Had he hear the noise - it
is thought he may have woken
Evans to see what was happening - but it was not to be.
The nearest ship was the Carpathia which was 80 miles away
and this put on more than "Full
Steam Ahead" under Captain
Rostron. Dogging Icebergs the
Carpathia reached the disaster
area at 4.10am to find the Titanic gone and a number of life-
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boats and Berthon collapsible
boats loaded with very cold persons. In all 705 were rescued
together with many of the boats.
By 8.30am all that was left was
broken pieces of wood and fabric so she set off for New York
leaving the Californian to see if
anything else could be rescued.
The Russian East Asiatic Company vessel called the Birma
had a 24 year old Londoner as
its Wireless Operator called Joseph Canon but was using De
Forest wireless equipment
owned by United Wireless. Although they had steamed out of
their way for hours they arrived
at the (incorrect ) location given
by the Titanic only to find nothing. 5 hours later they encountered the Carpathia but were
given initially "Stand by" and
later "Shut up" when they enquired as to the latest situation.
Joseph left the sea in the early
1920s but remained an Amateur
Radio operator dying in 1966.
Unfortunately his logs and testimony were never called in either the American or English
Enquiries but once the Titanic
was found proved accurate.
All the Marconi Wireless equipment
worked magnificently - without this
no-one would have survived.
6
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Centenary of the Maiden
Voyage of the RMS Titanic

CQD....CQD...CQ
•

•
•
•
•

Set off from Southampton, 10th April
1912 with 2,223
Passengers and
Crew.
Hit an Iceberg at
11.40pm on the 14th April
1912.
Sunk 160 minutes later.
706 persons saved, 1517
perished.
Titanic was found in 1985
by Jean-Louis Michel and
Robert Ballard in 3,925m
of water, 1,000 miles
East of Boston

The Chelmsford Amateur radio Society (CARS) has kindly given
MARC the permission to print the
article “RMS Titanic - The Story.”
For this we thank Chairman, John

Bowen, G8DET for his assistance.
Ron Campbell, VA2RJC

A Titanic Poem
CQD SOS!
Jack Phillips at the key.
We’re holed beneath the waterline,
We’re open to the sea.

CQD-SOS!
Stars and ice all round,
We’re stopped and sinking by the bow,
No longer New-York bound.
CQD SOS!
Save our souls this night!
A dark, wet, icy grave out there,
God help us in our plight.
CQD SOS!
The band is playing now.
“Abide with me, save me Lord.”
Though He alone knows how.
CQD SOS!
Launch the lifeboats fast.
We’re going down, most will drown,
The Rubicon is passed.
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CQD SOS!
Harold Bride is sending.
The Morse key clicks and sparks
abound,
For many, life is ending.
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Hot off the Press
Pictures taken at the Solder Spot 40M Rx Assembly - 21 April 2012

CQD SOS!
Forty six thousand tons
Going to the bottom soon,
To be with Davey Jones.
CQD SOS!
The Captain gives the word R/O’s must abandon ship.
But neither man concurred.
CQD SOS!
Fifteen hundred dying.
Seven hundred more are saved,
Morse code salvation buying.
CQD SOS!
Jack Phillips dead on station,
But Bride is saved, a hero now,
Before a grateful nation.
CQD SOS!
The tragedy is finished;
A grieving world, shocked and sad,
So many lives extinguished.
CQD SOS!
Good came from that dark day.
Radio’s now compulsory,
Titanic showed the way.

This Poem is the Copyright of
Dave Ellis but he has graciously
said it maybe reproduced for
"Non Profit"
providing the following acknowledgement is quoted: - "© 2012
CARS Member Dave Ellis,
G4AJY"
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PO Box 67063-Lemoyne
St-Lambert, Quebec
J4R 2T8
tel/fax :450-671-3773
sans frais - toll free in Canada
1-800-463-3773
email : info@radiohf.ca
Specialists in shortwave radio, scanners, amateur
radio, FRS/GMS, CB radio, antennas, accessories
Les spécialistes en radio ondes courtes, balayeurs
d'ondes, radio-amateur, dispositifs radio domestiques (DRD/GMS), la bande publique (CB), an-

SHORTWAVE & AM/FM RADIOS / RADIOS ONDES COURTES & AM/FM
A.O.R., ALINCO, GRUNDIG/ETON, ICOM, JRC, S.G.C., YAESU
SCANNERS / BALAYEURS D'ONDES
A.O.R., ALINCO, ICOM, UNIDEN/BEARCAT, WINRADIO
AMATEUR RADIO / RADIO-AMATEUR
ALINCO, ICOM, KENWOOD, RANGER, S.G.C., YAESU
CITIZENS BAND (CB) / BANDE PUBLIQUE (CB)
ASTATIC, COBRA, GALAXY, K40, MACO, PARADYNAMICS, RANGER, ROAD NOISE, SHAKESPEARE, SOLARCON/ANTRON, UNIDEN, VALOR/PRO-AM, WILSON, WORKMAN
FRS & GMRS TWO WAY RADIOS / FRS ET GMRS PORTATIFS UHF
COBRA, GARMIN, ICOM, MOTOROLA
ANTENNAS / ANTENNES
ALPHA DELTA, ARROW, BUTTERNUT, COMET, COMPROD, CUBEX, CUSHCRAFT, DIAMOND,
FIRESTICK, FORCE 12, HUSTLER, HYGAIN, ISOTRON, LARSEN, MALDOL, MFJ,
MIRACLE ANTENNA, OUTBACKER, PRYME, RADIOWAVZ, TENNADYNE,
VALOR/PRO-AM, WORKMAN
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS / PRODUITS SPECIALISES
AMERITRON, ASTRON, BENCHER, CONNECT QUICK, DAIWA, D.C.I., GARMIN, GEOCRON,
HEIL, KANTRONICS, KIWA ELECTRONICS, L.D.G., MAGELLAN, MAHA, MFJ, MIRAGE, NYE VIKING, OPTOELECTRONICS, OREGON SCIENTIFIC, PALOMAR, PALSTAR,
PRYME, RF CONCEPTS, R.F. SYSTEMS, RIGBLASTER, S.G.C., TIMEWAVE, UNADILLA,
VECTRONICS, VIBROPLEX, WEST MOUNTAIN RADIO
PUBLICATIONS / PUBLICATIONS
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE (ARRL), ARTSCI, BAYLIN PUBLICATIONS, BILLBOARD
(WRTH), CQ, CRB, HIGHTEXT, IBS (PASSPORT), KLINGENFUSS, KRAUSE, LOOMPANICS, NATIONAL RADIO CLUB, RADIO SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN, RADIO AMATEUR CALLBOOK, RADIO AMATEURS DU QUEBEC, SCHIFFER BOOKS, SONORAN, TAB, TIARE

NATURE BOOKS / LIVRES DE LA NATURE

SIBLEY GUIDES, PETERSON FIELD GUIDES, NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
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