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marcOgram
Official Publication of The Montreal Amateur Radio Club Inc. Box 53047 - RPO Dorval, Dorval Quebec H9S 5W4
A MARC Monthly Newsletter

Volume 57, Number 06 March 2012

Next meeting - March 28, 2012
Ragchew and Fleamarket: 19:30, Club meeting: 20:00
Ignatius of Loyola Parish Church
4455 West Broadway (corner of Terrebonne) in N.D.G. - Montreal
(Please enter by the back door)

A presentation by CANWARN, Quebec
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DIRECTORS
President:
Paul Iarrera, VE2OFH
Vice President:

Club Call Sign:

Club Website: http://www.marc.qc.ca
Club Email:

Jim Hay, VE2VE
Membership:
Vernon Ikeda, VE2QQ
Secretary:
George Hedrei, VE2NGH
Directors at Large:
Craig Brander, VE2YGK
Ron Campbell, VA2RJC
Marc-Andre Gingras, VE2EVN
Paul “Mac” MacDougall, VA2YQ
Earl Paris, VE2ESP

Annual Fees are:
GeneralMembers...!

$25.00

Associate Members!

$25.00

White cane members!

$15.00

Family members (per family)
$30.00
The membership year runs from
September 1 to August 31.
Membership received on or after
June 1 commences immediately
and extends through the
subsequent membership year covering a period of up to fifteen
months.

ve2arc@rac.ca
Repeaters

Sheldon Werner, VA2SH
Treasurer:

VE2ARC

VE2BG!!

147.06 MHz (+)

Owned and operated by Montreal
Amateur Radio Club. Located on the Point
Claire water tower.
VE2RED!

147.27 MHz (+)

Owned and operated by the Montreal
Amateur radio Club.

Meetings of the Board of Directors
Meetings of the Board of Directors are
open to any member to attend. Board
meetings are held on the first Wednesday
of the month (Sept. to June) at 7:30 PM at
the same venue as the monthly meetings
(see below).
Should you wish to attend one of the
meetings you are welcome. Just speak to
one of the directors before-hand to make
certain that the meeting has neither been
cancelled, nor the location changed.

Club Activities - Monthly
Meetings
Club meetings are held on the last Wednesday
of the month. The meetings will be held in the
Lounge which is the rearmost door on the
South side of the building unless we have reason to hold it in the Parish Hall which is the
first door on the South side of the building. An
informal flea-market and ragchew session
starts at 19:30 with the formal meeting starting
at 20:00. STM buses 51, 162, and 105 stops at
or near the door!

A Word from The
President.
Hello all
An early taste of spring is always
welcome and we have certainly
been served up with that, these past
few days (as I write this). It's time
to start back to work on those antenna projects we dreamed up last
winter and holy cow look at that!
Field day planning is already underway. Jim has approached the city
of Dorval about using Pine Beach
Park again this year as it was a nice
spot. We want to avoid operating
under the gazebo though and are
looking for a tent. If any of you
have one to loan us, drop an email
to my ve2ofh@rac.ca address that
would be swell. It looks like this
year we'll be using the VE2ARC
call sign, which makes me happy as
it hasn't been on the air for a number of years now.

.

RadioTalk 2012 will be coming
soon to a hall near you. This
WIARC initiative was a great success last year and this year, the
MARC will be joining with them as
hosts of the event. I get so excited
working together with our sister
clubs for joint events such as field
day and now RadioTalk, I see it as
proof of a robust amateur radio
community. Stay tuned to these
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pages for more information as it becomes available.
So many projects, so little time... you
can expect action on the repeater front
in April as I wrench George, VE2NGH
away, still reeling from his exams and
put him brutally to work installing duplexers and isolators at the VE2BG
site (-: only halfway serious George).
That along with other repeater maintenance, will keep us busy well into the
spring I suspect.
Plans for hosting the RAC AGM are
starting to solidify a little more (at
least in my head they are). The event
will take place on the second to last
weekend in September, so mark your
calendars it's an event you won't want
to miss. If we base our estimates on
AGMs of years past, we can hope to
see some 20-30 visitors. Admittedly
this is a guesstimate on our part. But
we still need to find a restaurant for
our 80th celebration which we'll be
holding by happy coincidence on that
same weekend. I'm sure that with all
the RAC delegates who will be in
town, we risk having some distinguished guests at our party.
The hamfest season is starting up
again and I'm certainly anxious to get
out there and browse the aisles. Our
own hamfest is fast approaching, so
don't forget to reserve your tables. It
will be held on Saturday April 14,
2012 at our usual location.
I know that all these activities may
seem like a lot of work and to be honest it is. In fact I'm pretty sure I've forgotten one or two things... The benefit
though is huge because we're having a
ball, celebrating and promoting a
hobby from which we derive great satisfaction and pleasure. I would like to
share that experience with you and
would love to see you out there working with us one any one of our many
ongoing projects. No special abilities
are required, only a passion for amateur radio and a willingness to get
caught up in the excitement with the
rest of us. Please drop me an email to
register your interest. You don't have
to dedicate your life to the club or any-
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MarcOgram
The MarcOgram is published nine
times per year on the second to last
Wednesday of September through
June, excepting December, by the
Montreal Amateur Radio Club.
Advertising and copy deadline is
one week prior to publication.
Associate Editors.
Sheldon M Werner, VA2SH
va2sh@marc.ca
Ron Campbell, VE2RJ
va2rjc@marc.ca
Articles published in the
MarcOgram may be reproduced
provided credit is given to the
original author and the Montreal
Amateur radio club.
The opinions expressed herein are,
unless otherwise stated, solely
those of the authors concerned, and
not those of the Club, the Directors
or members and do not represent
the policy of the Club

thing like that, just come out, participate and have a little fun with us.
I would like to take a moment to personally thank Paul MacDougall,
VA2YQ for his years of service on the
MARC board of directors. Paul informed us recently, that he was unable
to continue on in his role and regretfully has stepped down as a director
for the MARC. I am sure the other
board members will agree with me
when I say that your absence at our
board meetings, will be conspicuous
and that your contributions have been
greatly appreciated.
This month's meeting will be very interesting as the kind folk from CanWarn Quebec, have agreed to provide
us with a presentation that I am sure
will be fascinating. CanWarn is a volunteer organization of amateur radio
operators who report on severe
weather systems as they are seen.
Anybody who's spent any time here in
Quebec knows that we are no strangers
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to severe weather systems, so this
months presentation promises to be
both pertinent and topical. I'm looking
forward to seeing you all there on the
28th.
73 de Paul VE2OFH

From the Editor’s Desk
Not much to say this month as I’ve
already covered my thoughts on
page six. As you see, the following
item is about APRS, please if any
of you have further topics regarding APRS or any other ham radio
subject please forward to te editorial.

From your 1/2 editor.
Ron, VA2RJC

OUR APRS COLUMN
We have decided to run a few columns on various Ham subjects and
our start-off is APRS. I know that
many of you have been using aprs
for a number of years but it has
always fascinated me and I see a
number of possibilities of uses, especially in emergency situations.
Also our new radio amateurs may
find an interest. So here goes with
the first aprs subject.

Ron, VA2RJC

APRS-ALERT
APRES_ALERT provides a
route for non-APRS users to be
informed via “normal” communications channels about the
movements and activities of
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MARC Fundraiser WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
In order for MARC to reach some of it’s goals, we have decided to re-introduce tadvertising in the marcOgram newsletter. The
rates are as follows:
Business card
$ 5.00 per issue
Quarter page
$ 7.00 per issue
Half page
$12.00 per issue
Full page
$20.00 per issue
The “Marcogram” from September to June, which is nine issues. We also publixh a summer efition during the months of
August/September, which becomes a free month. So we actually publish ten issues. We have a list distribution of about 200
persons. A business card placed for 9 issues would only be $ 40.00. We are asking for all members to family or friends who
have a business to place an ad. You could also advertise a special function.

APRS-equipped stations. Note any
station that injects packets to the
APRS-IS network can be monitored via APRS-Alert; smartphones
with APRS apps are treated just
the same as a Kenwood D710,
Tiny Trackers, and TNCs with raw
NMEA inputs.
Example of usage
Race Event Management’‘Local
area hams are often requested to
monitor vehicles supporting a 100Km bicycle race. These vehicles
are equipped with APRS trackers
and have a self-descriptive tactical
callsigns of “LEAD”, “TRAIL”, and
“SAG”.
The race director is not a ham but
has asked to be notified whenever
the lead and trail vehicles pass certain checkpoints on the course.
The race director usually has a
cellphone with SMS capability.
The local ham coordinator, NOLID,
logs into his APRS-Alert account
and adds the three tactical callsigns to his “Monitoring Station”
list. He then creates new Zones
around the checkpoints. In this
case, the race director wants to
know when riders hit the 25 Km
mark, the 50 Km mark, the 75 Km
mark, and are 2 Km from the finish
line. NOLID creates point/radius
zones at each of the four locations,
centered on the lat/long of the actual point on the road and extend4

ing for a 1000
metres in each
direction. Since
the trackers
beacon every
60 seconds, a
cyclist would
have to be
moving 75
kmph to cross
the zone completely between beacons. Once the
zones are created, NOLID
gets the cell
phone number
of the race director and asks
what carrier
he/she uses.
He then creates a new notification adA sketch of our president in
dress using (for example)
4503331919@hotmail.com
his creative thinking mode!
and labeling it “Race Director”.
Finally, NOLID creates a
sages on her phone informing her
new rule, instructing APRESof events like "LEAD has entered
ALERT to notify “Race Director” ant
zone 25-MILE bearing 265 at 22
time on the day of the race that the
mph". In this way, she stays
station “LEAD” enters the 25 Km”
abreast of the progress of the race
zone. He then continues to create
and the location of her key ele“zone incursion” rules for the “50
ments throughout the day. N0LID is
Km”, “75 Km”, and “NEAR Finish”
a hero, and the "magic" of ham razones.
dio is realized through the minimal
On the actual race, the race director will get a series of SMS mes-

use of personnel and a marriage of
RF and "traditional" communications paths.
marcOgram - March 2012

M

O

N

T

R

E

A

L

A

M

A

T

E

U

R

R

A

D

I

0

C

L

U

B

Basic Course 2012

Left to right
Ryo Mochizuki, Jie (Jack) Zhu,
Nigel Birkenshaw, Rachel Levine
In the main hall of St. Ignatius of Loyola
Parish Church after the exam.
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FUTURE OF THE MARCOGRAM
For several months, we ran a text box requesting support for the marcOgram. We
were successful in getting assistance for two proof-readers for which we were most
grateful. However, our prime need is for someone(s) to take over the editorship.
During 2011, I advised the BOD that due to personal reasons I would need to give up
my position on the BOD as Editor of the marcOgram. At that time the BOD requested
if I would consider delaying my action if someone would join me as a co-editor. This
I agreed to and Sheldon Werner, VA2SH became the alternate editor. For six months
we have worked together and hoped that during this time somebody would step forward and offer their services. This has not happened. Since early this year, Sheldon
has become the Regional Director for Quebec in addition to his other activities.
My reasons for resigning from the editorship has become even more urgent, my
health is what we can say precarious and medical visits have increased that it seems
that its become a major portion of my weekly activities. Additionally, I have some
other activity that will take me out of the country possibly for a few months at a time.
Under these circumstances, I have no alternative but give a final one month notice.
If no one can be found to take over the reins of the marcOgram editorship then a
possible alternative approach will have to be found for it’s publication. A reduction in
the size (pages) and even publish only once each two months. The format of the
newsletter could be changed. A simple text page format with the only inputs being
actual facts regarding MARC’s past and future activities. Almost any member could
knock this out in a couple of hours. If there’s no news to add it would be a 2/3 page
issue.
I took over the reigns of editor in 2003/4, that makes me almost ten years older and a
wee bit more ancient in my movements!! I have enjoyed producing the marcOgram
but it is time to pass the baton. I have received a number of accolades from many
radio amateurs around the world and I sincerely thank everyone.

Associate Editor: Ron Campbell,
va2rjc@rac.ca
(Note, these views are those of the writer and do NOT represent those of any member oft he MARC BOD)
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PO Box 67063-Lemoyne
St-Lambert, Quebec
J4R 2T8
tel/fax :450-671-3773
sans frais - toll free in Canada
1-800-463-3773
email : info@radiohf.ca
Specialists in shortwave radio, scanners, amateur
radio, FRS/GMS, CB radio, antennas, accessories
Les spécialistes en radio ondes courtes, balayeurs
d'ondes, radio-amateur, dispositifs radio domestiques (DRD/GMS), la bande publique (CB), an-

SHORTWAVE & AM/FM RADIOS / RADIOS ONDES COURTES & AM/FM
A.O.R., ALINCO, GRUNDIG/ETON, ICOM, JRC, S.G.C., YAESU
SCANNERS / BALAYEURS D'ONDES
A.O.R., ALINCO, ICOM, UNIDEN/BEARCAT, WINRADIO
AMATEUR RADIO / RADIO-AMATEUR
ALINCO, ICOM, KENWOOD, RANGER, S.G.C., YAESU
CITIZENS BAND (CB) / BANDE PUBLIQUE (CB)
ASTATIC, COBRA, GALAXY, K40, MACO, PARADYNAMICS, RANGER, ROAD NOISE, SHAKESPEARE, SOLARCON/ANTRON, UNIDEN, VALOR/PRO-AM, WILSON, WORKMAN
FRS & GMRS TWO WAY RADIOS / FRS ET GMRS PORTATIFS UHF
COBRA, GARMIN, ICOM, MOTOROLA
ANTENNAS / ANTENNES
ALPHA DELTA, ARROW, BUTTERNUT, COMET, COMPROD, CUBEX, CUSHCRAFT, DIAMOND,
FIRESTICK, FORCE 12, HUSTLER, HYGAIN, ISOTRON, LARSEN, MALDOL, MFJ,
MIRACLE ANTENNA, OUTBACKER, PRYME, RADIOWAVZ, TENNADYNE,
VALOR/PRO-AM, WORKMAN
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS / PRODUITS SPECIALISES
AMERITRON, ASTRON, BENCHER, CONNECT QUICK, DAIWA, D.C.I., GARMIN, GEOCRON,
HEIL, KANTRONICS, KIWA ELECTRONICS, L.D.G., MAGELLAN, MAHA, MFJ, MIRAGE, NYE VIKING, OPTOELECTRONICS, OREGON SCIENTIFIC, PALOMAR, PALSTAR,
PRYME, RF CONCEPTS, R.F. SYSTEMS, RIGBLASTER, S.G.C., TIMEWAVE, UNADILLA,
VECTRONICS, VIBROPLEX, WEST MOUNTAIN RADIO
PUBLICATIONS / PUBLICATIONS
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE (ARRL), ARTSCI, BAYLIN PUBLICATIONS, BILLBOARD
(WRTH), CQ, CRB, HIGHTEXT, IBS (PASSPORT), KLINGENFUSS, KRAUSE, LOOMPANICS, NATIONAL RADIO CLUB, RADIO SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN, RADIO AMATEUR CALLBOOK, RADIO AMATEURS DU QUEBEC, SCHIFFER BOOKS, SONORAN, TAB, TIARE

NATURE BOOKS / LIVRES DE LA NATURE

SIBLEY GUIDES, PETERSON FIELD GUIDES, NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY

marcOgram - March 2012

7

