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marcOgram
Official Publication of The Montreal Amateur Radio Club Inc. Box 53047 - RPO Dorval, Dorval Quebec H9S 5W4
A MARC Monthly Newsletter

Volume 57, Number 03 November 2011

Next meeting - November 30, 2011
Ragchew and Fleamarket: 19:30, Club meeting: 20:00
Ignatius of Loyola Parish Church
4455 West Broadway (corner of Terrebonne) in N.D.G. - Montreal
(Please enter by the back door)

Eamon Egan, VE2EGN will be giving us a talk on antenna modelling

Here you
take
this thing

Wow!
I get to use the
hammer

MARC’s New President
Paul Iarrera, VE2OFH
marcOgram - November 2011
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The Christmas dinner is booked for Saturday Dec. 3 at
Antico Martini, see details on page 6.
DIRECTORS
:!

President:
Vice President:
Sheldon Werner, VA2SH
Treasurer:
Jim Hay, VE2VE
Membership:
Vernon Ikeda, VE2QQ
Secretary:
George Hedrei, VE2NGH
Directors at Large:
Craig Brander, VE2YGK
Ron Campbell, VA2RJC
Marc-Andre Gingras, VE2EVN
Paul “Mac” MacDougall, VA2YQ
Earl Paris, VE2ESP

Annual Fees are:
GeneralMembers...!

$25.00

Associate Members!

$25.00

White cane members!

$15.00

Family members (per family)
$30.00
The membership year runs from
September 1 to August 31.
Membership received on or after
June 1 commences immediately
and extends through the
subsequent membership year covering a period of up to fifteen
months.
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VE2ARC

Club Website: http://www.marc.qc.ca

Paul Iarrera, VE2OFH

.

Club Call Sign:

Club Email:

A Word from The NewPresident.

ve2arc@rac.ca
Repeaters

VE2BG!!

147.06 MHz (+)

Owned and operated by Montreal
Amateur Radio Club. Located on the Point
Claire water tower.
VE2RED!

147.27 MHz (+)

Owned and operated by the Montreal
Amateur radio Club.

Meetings of the Board of Directors
Meetings of the Board of Directors are
open to any member to attend. Board
meetings are held on the first Wednesday
of the month (Sept. to June) at 7:30 PM at
the Montreal Association for the Blind,
7000 Sherbrooke St. West.
Should you wish to attend one of the
meetings you are welcome. Just speak to
one of the directors before-hand to make
certain that the meeting has neither been
cancelled, nor the location changed.

Club Activities - Monthly
Meetings
Club meetings are held on the last Wednesday
of the month. The meetings will be held in the
Lounge which is the rearmost door on the
South side of the building unless we have reason to hold it in the Parish Hall which is the
first door on the South side of the building. An
informal flea-market and ragchew session
starts at 19:30 with the formal meeting starting
at 20:00. STM buses 51, 162, and 105 stops at
or near the door!

Hello all
It is mid-November as I write
this and I'm hoping you are
enjoying the clement weather as
much as I. It surely can't last for
long and winter will be upon us.
I have yet to fully grasp the
concept of becoming President
of our club, but I have been
thinking about it a lot these past
few weeks. I guess I have my
work cut out for me and big
shoes to fill. Thanks to James,
VE2VE for helping me transition
into this new role.
We have an eventful year to
look forward to. Not only will the
MARC be celebrating it's 80th
anniversary, but we will be hosting the 2012 RAC AGM as well.
It means lots of planning, but I
think it will be fun especially if
we participate in great numbers.
As hosts, it will be up to us to
marcOgram - November 2011
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provide a little RadioActive diversion and perhaps a little taste
of our cosmopolitan city. Of
course there is also our
upcoming Christmas party at
Antico Martini's which will be
held this year on December 3rd.
Thanks to Vern and Jim for their
help in organizing the event and
securing the date.

L

A

M

A

T

E

U

R

R

73 de Paul VE2OFH

From the Editor’s Desk
Well, it’s that time of year where
we all start thinking, planning
and spending for the upcoming
holiday season. So now’s the
time for all us hams to get our
wishes into the hands of our
better halves. If this
arrangement does not apply to
you then get on-line and put
your order into your favorite
radio amateur equipment dealer
marcOgram - November 2011
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MarcOgram
The MarcOgram is published nine
times per year on the second to last
Wednesday of September through
June, excepting December, by the
Montreal Amateur Radio Club.
Advertising and copy deadline is
one week prior to publication.
Associate Editors.
Sheldon M Werner, VA2SH
va2sh@marc.ca

Old Sol has been warming up
for us hams of late and it's now
easier than ever to make HF
contacts all over the world.
Many hams used to “hanging
out” on the lower bands have
moved higher up dial to enjoy
the 10 meter openings. Now is
the time to get that old hf rig out
of the closet and get on the air.
Whether you throw a dipole up
into the trees, or you bolt an 8
foot vertical whip to your car,
good contacts are available to
even the antenna restricted
ham. Which is apropos because
this month's meeting promises
to be interesting. Eamon Egan,
VE2EGN will be giving us a talk
on antenna modelling and I for
one am looking forward to it.

A

Ron Campbell, VE2RJ
va2rjc@marc.ca
Articles published in the
MarcOgram may be reproduced
provided credit is given to the
original author and the Montreal
Amateur radio club.
The opinions expressed herein are,
unless otherwise stated, solely
those of the authors concerned, and
not those of the Club, the Directors
or members and do not represent
the policy of the Club

so you can have a pre-holiday
delivery. Simple, just make your
selection from the catalogue
and print out the details from
your plastic card and wham - it’s
on its way.
Now for congratulation to Paul,
VE2OFH our new president. He
has some great ideas for
moving into the new year and
especially with MARC’s hosting
of the RAC 2012 AGM.
So I leave you now by wishing
you and your families the very
best of Season’s Greetings. and
all of you have a HAPPY New
Year.
From your 1/2 editor.
Ron, VA2RJC

Greenwich Mean Time
Leading scientists from around
the world are meeting to consider a proposal that could eventually see Greenwich Mean Time
relegated to a footnote in history.
For more than 120 years GMT
has been the international standard for timekeeping, but it is
now under threat from a new
definition of time itself based
not on the rotation of the Earth,
but on atomic clocks.
In January 2012, the International Telecommunication
Union will meet in Geneva to
vote on whether to adopt the
new measure, despite protests
from Britain.
Recently a two-day meeting of
about 50 experts at a country
house northwest of London,
under the aegis of the
prestigious Royal Society,
looked at some of the issues
involved. The meeting discussed
the implications of abolishing
the leap seconds and moving
fully to atomic time. That would
see atomic time slowly diverge
from GMT, by about one minute
every 60 to 90 years, or by an
hour every 600 years, and there
would need to be "leap minutes"
GMT is based on the passage of
the sun over the zero meridian
line at the Greenwich
Observatory in southeast
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MARC Fundraiser WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
In order for MARC to reach some of it’s goals, we have decided to re-introduce tadvertising in the marcOgram newsletter. The
rates are as follows:
Business card
$ 5.00 per issue
Quarter page
$ 7.00 per issue
Half page
$12.00 per issue
Full page
$20.00 per issue
The “Marcogram” from September to June, which is nine issues. We also publixh a summer efition during the months of
August/September, which becomes a free month. So we actually publish ten issues. We have a list distribution of about 200
persons. A business card placed for 9 issues would only be $ 40.00. We are asking for all members to family or friends who
have a business to place an ad. You could also advertise a special function.

London, and became the world
standard for time at a conference in Washington in the
United States in 1884. France
had lobbied for "Paris Mean
Time" at the same conference.
In 1972 it was replaced in name
by Universal Coordinated Time
(UTC) but that essentially remained the same as GMT.
UTC is based on about 400
atomic clocks at laboratories
around the world but then
corrected with "leap seconds" to
align itself with the Earth's
rotational speed, which
fluctates.

According to Galain Solutions, a
little thing called 'social media'
continues to take hold within
emergency management. Today,
responder agencies are just beginning to Tweet and establish
Facebook pages to alert citizens.
In the next year, we will see
agencies begin to experiment
with ways to utilize social media
for broader alerting and situational awareness purposes. New
tools for analyzing social media
streams will likely emerge.

thinking about social media
channels for their agency.
Report from APCO’s PSC eNews.

A report is available in pdf
format titled; “Using Social
Media for Emergency
Communications” produced by
Twenty First Century
Communications (TFCC).
http://www.tfccalert.com/

Information has been published
in a white paper. Emergency
Managers should consider when

But the tiny variations between
Earth speed and atomic speed
have become a problem for GPS,
the global positioning systems
and mobile phone networks on
which the modern world relies
These networks need to be
ynchronised to the millisecond.
YAHOO! NEWS Time for change?
GMT could be history - Yahoo!
News

Using Social Media for
Emergencies.

Leo, VE2SI
Giving his usual summary of the
George, VE2NGH

2011 Near Fest Activities.

Checks over with awe, one of Leo’s purchases
(A continuation from my
October marcOgram article on
social media)
4
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Restaurant Antico Martini

Montréal
Amateur
Radio Club
Bruschetta
Soupe / Soup
Minestrone

Salade / Salad
Avec vinaigrette Italienne / With Italian vinaigrette

Choice of / Choix de:
VITELLO PARMIGIANA
Veau pannée dans une sauce aux tomates et fromage au gratin. Servi avec pâtes sauce aux tomates
Breaded veal with tomato sauce with cheese au gratin. Served with pasta tomato sauce.
SALMONE D’ANGELO
Filet de saumon frais, miel, citron, beurre, vin et poivre rose entier. Servi avec légumes frais et pommes de terre.
Fresh filet of salmon with honey, wine, lemon, butter and pink peppercorn. Served with vegetables and potatoes.
POLLO PEPPERONATA
Poitrine de poulet désossée avec piments rouges et basilique dans une sauce balsamique, vin blanc et demi-glace.
Servi avec légumes frais et pommes de terre.
Boneless chicken breast with roasted red peppers and basil in a balsamic, white wine and demi-glace sauce.
Served with fresh vegetables & potatoes.
DESSERT & CAFE / DESSERT & COFFEE
Price per person will be $ 34.95
+ Tax
+ 15% service

$45 per person

marcOgram - November 2011

Date: Saturday December 03, 2011
Time: 6.00 PM
Contact:
Paul Iarrera, VE2OFH, 514-946-7236 ve2ofh@marc.ca
James R. Hay, VE2VE 514-697-7205 ve2ve@marc.ca
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Radio Amateur’s interaction with the younger generation.
The LBPSB relationship with the “John Schofield Space & Technology Day” activities are possibly one of
the most important activities where ham’s are associated and receive a fantastic response from
these young people. - Congratulation’s go out to the WIARC for their facilitating this programme.

These photo’s taken by Ron, VA2RJC.
Children’s faces are fogged to prevent identification.
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PO Box 67063-Lemoyne
St-Lambert, Quebec
J4R 2T8
tel/fax :450-671-3773
sans frais - toll free in Canada
1-800-463-3773
email : info@radiohf.ca
Specialists in shortwave radio, scanners, amateur
radio, FRS/GMS, CB radio, antennas, accessories
Les spécialistes en radio ondes courtes, balayeurs
d'ondes, radio-amateur, dispositifs radio domestiques (DRD/GMS), la bande publique (CB), an-

SHORTWAVE & AM/FM RADIOS / RADIOS ONDES COURTES & AM/FM
A.O.R., ALINCO, GRUNDIG/ETON, ICOM, JRC, S.G.C., YAESU
SCANNERS / BALAYEURS D'ONDES
A.O.R., ALINCO, ICOM, UNIDEN/BEARCAT, WINRADIO
AMATEUR RADIO / RADIO-AMATEUR
ALINCO, ICOM, KENWOOD, RANGER, S.G.C., YAESU
CITIZENS BAND (CB) / BANDE PUBLIQUE (CB)
ASTATIC, COBRA, GALAXY, K40, MACO, PARADYNAMICS, RANGER, ROAD NOISE, SHAKESPEARE, SOLARCON/ANTRON, UNIDEN, VALOR/PRO-AM, WILSON, WORKMAN
FRS & GMRS TWO WAY RADIOS / FRS ET GMRS PORTATIFS UHF
COBRA, GARMIN, ICOM, MOTOROLA
ANTENNAS / ANTENNES
ALPHA DELTA, ARROW, BUTTERNUT, COMET, COMPROD, CUBEX, CUSHCRAFT, DIAMOND,
FIRESTICK, FORCE 12, HUSTLER, HYGAIN, ISOTRON, LARSEN, MALDOL, MFJ,
MIRACLE ANTENNA, OUTBACKER, PRYME, RADIOWAVZ, TENNADYNE,
VALOR/PRO-AM, WORKMAN
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS / PRODUITS SPECIALISES
AMERITRON, ASTRON, BENCHER, CONNECT QUICK, DAIWA, D.C.I., GARMIN, GEOCRON,
HEIL, KANTRONICS, KIWA ELECTRONICS, L.D.G., MAGELLAN, MAHA, MFJ, MIRAGE, NYE VIKING, OPTOELECTRONICS, OREGON SCIENTIFIC, PALOMAR, PALSTAR,
PRYME, RF CONCEPTS, R.F. SYSTEMS, RIGBLASTER, S.G.C., TIMEWAVE, UNADILLA,
VECTRONICS, VIBROPLEX, WEST MOUNTAIN RADIO
PUBLICATIONS / PUBLICATIONS
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE (ARRL), ARTSCI, BAYLIN PUBLICATIONS, BILLBOARD
(WRTH), CQ, CRB, HIGHTEXT, IBS (PASSPORT), KLINGENFUSS, KRAUSE, LOOMPANICS, NATIONAL RADIO CLUB, RADIO SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN, RADIO AMATEUR CALLBOOK, RADIO AMATEURS DU QUEBEC, SCHIFFER BOOKS, SONORAN, TAB, TIARE

NATURE BOOKS / LIVRES DE LA NATURE

SIBLEY GUIDES, PETERSON FIELD GUIDES, NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY

marcOgram - October 2011
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