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• Field day 2012
• Canada Day
• Upcomming 80th Anniversary
• Radio Talk / RAC AGM
• APRS Saves the Day
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MarcOgram

Club Activities - Monthly Meetings

The MarcOgram is published nine times per year on
the second to last Wednesday of September through
June, excepting December, by the Montreal Amateur
Radio Club. Advertising and copy deadline is one week
prior to publication.

Club meetings are held on the last Wednesday of the
month. The meetings will be held in the Lounge which is
the rearmost door on the South side of the building unless
we have reason to hold it in the Parish Hall which is the
first door on the South side of the building.
An informal flea-market and ragchew session starts at
19:30 with the formal meeting starting at 20:00.
STM buses 51, 162, and 105 stops at or near the door!

Content Editor :
Cliff Tooher, VA2UTC
va2utc@marc.ca
Contributing Editor :
Sheldon M Werner, VA2SH
va2sh@marc.ca

Meetings of the Board of Directors
Meetings of the Board of Directors are open to any
member to attend. Board meetings are held on the first
Wednesday of the month (Sept. to June) at 7:30 PM at
the same venue as the monthly meetings (see above).
Should you wish to attend one of the meetings you are
welcome. Just speak to one of the directors beforehand
to make certain that the meeting has neither been
cancelled, nor the location changed.

Page Layout Editor :
Marc-André Gingras, VE2EVN
ve2evn@marc.ca
Proof Editor :
Nora Hague, VA2NH
Cover photo © Malcolm Harper, VE2DDZ 2012.
Articles published in the MarcOgram may be
reproduced provided credit is given to the original
author and the Montreal Amateur radio club. The
opinions expressed herein are, unless otherwise
stated, solely those of the authors concerned, and not
those of the Club, the Directors or members and do not
represent the policy of the Club.

The marcOgram team needs you!
We're always on the lookout for interesting articles to
include into your monthly newsletter. Do you have a
ham radio news item you would like to contribute or just
pass along to the marcOgram editors? Just send your
document or links to Cliff Tooher, VA2UTC
va2utc@marc.ca

Club Directors
President:
Paul Iarrera, VE2OFH
Vice President:
Sheldon Werner, VA2SH
Treasurer:
Jim Hay, VE2VE
Membership:
Vernon Ikeda, VE2QQ
Secretary:
George Hedrei, VE2NGH
Directors at Large:
Craig Brander, VE2YGK
Ron Campbell, VA2RJC
Marc-Andre Gingras, VE2EVN
Earl Paris, VE2ESP

MARC Fundraiser WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
In order for MARC to reach some of it’s goals, we have decided to re-introduce advertising in the marcOgram
newsletter. The rates are as follows:
Business card
Quarter page
Half page
Full page

$ 5.00 per issue
$ 7.00 per issue
$12.00 per issue
$20.00 per issue

The “Marcogram” publishes from September to June, which is nine issues. We also publish a summer edition during
the months of August/September, which becomes a free month. So we actually publish ten issues. We have a list
distribution of about 200 persons. A business card placed for 9 issues would only be $ 40.00. We are asking for all
members with family or friends who have a business to place an ad. You could also advertise a special function.
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A Word from the President
Hello all,
I hope the summer holidays have been wearing well on you
and that you are succeeding in keeping cool. That being said,
with the roster of events coming up this fall, things have been
heating up around here.
Our 80th Celebration is now only weeks away and in this
months issue, you will find an informative article on what we
have planned for you this fall. I'm also hard at work planning a
fall SolderSpot project and we will be taking registration to
participate this fall at Radio Talk. Stop by and see our table in
the Loyola Parish lounge room on the day of the big event to
register your participation.
We had a very successful field day event with WIARC and
CUARC this year and I suspect that the VE2ARC callsign has
done very well in this years standings. Despite difficult
conditions on the higher HF bands, we best our last year's
score and even beat last year's Canadian high score for our
station class. Stay tuned for the official results and have a
gander at this month's recap of field day events. You will also
find an article relating the Canada Day activities. This event on
the MARC calendar has been organized by Jim VE2VE and
Vern VE2MBS for many years now, a little over two decades.
Special thanks go out to both Jim and Vern for their untiring
participation in helping organize and making the Canada Day

Annual Fees are:
General Members
Associate Members
White cane members
Family members (per family)

$25.00
$25.00
$15.00
$30.00

The membership year runs from September 1 to
August 31. Membership received on or after June 1
commences immediately and extends through the
subsequent membership year - covering a period of up
to fifteen months.

celebrations a fun and successful event.
I am very happy to announce for our September meeting, a talk
from our very own Clifford Sutton VE2YU where he will be
presenting us with his home brew Freestar repeater project. As
I'm sure you've noticed, D-Star usage in the local area has
exploded over the past year especially when ICOM started
giving away repeaters to qualified clubs last summer. Well
Cliff and his buddies weren't sitting idly by while all this was
happening and the result is a fully working, D-Start compatible
repeater which he will be showing off for our benefit. The
meeting promises to be very interesting and I thought it
worthwhile mentioning it a month in advance. Make sure to
mark it on your calendar as you will not want to miss Cliff's
presentation.
That's it until next month, enjoy the rest of the summer season
and I will see you all next at Radio Talk and the RAC AGM on
the occasion of our 80th anniversary. You are planning on
being there right?
73 de Paul, VE2OFH
© VE2BWS - 2012

Club Call Sign: VE2ARC
Club Website: http://www.marc.qc.ca
Club Email: ve2arc@rac.ca
Repeaters
VE2BG
147.06 MHz (+)
Owned and operated by Montreal Amateur Radio Club.
Located on the Pointe Claire water tower.
VE2RED
147.27 MHz (+)
Owned and operated by Montreal Amateur Radio Club.
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Field Day 2012 VE2ARC 1A QC
As I write the tabulating has begun. ARRL will release the
results of Field Day later this year or in early 2013. Will we be
the ones at the top of the Quebec section? Oh the money I
could make if predict that. What I can tell you as of now is that
we did have an excellent turn out for the event. All three
clubs, WIARC, CUARC and MARC, plus a fox showed up for
the event. I'll explain the fox later. Last year as you recall we
had a late start, this year when the bell rung, so to speak, we
were off and running. This achievement was due to the team
effort. All the antennas and radios plus the they're accessories,
tuners, computers and power supplies, were set up well before
the start. Three stations were set up, an HF, 6M and Satellite.
All were connected to a generator along with the computers
and lighting. This year operations were done in a pop up tent,
while those who wanted to mingle and have a bite or rest were
able to do so at the gazebo. Speaking of location a thank you
is in order for the use of Pine Beach Park. A special thank you
to Mayor Edgar Rouleau and the city staff for helping us make
Field Day happen by allowing us access and use of Pine Beach
Park during the Field Day weekend. Which by the way fell on
St Jean Baptiste or Fete Nationale du Quebec. It must have
been challenging experience for Dorval city staff to juggle us
and the fete celebrations. But, they did and they are truly to be
commended for the work they did. Now about that fox who
showed up. Yes we had a fox operating during the contest. He
was hunting high and low for QSOs. He even tried to sniff out
some contacts on 6 meters. Did he get out foxed or was he
successful in hunting up some points? If anyone knows let me
know he deserves a big thanks for making Field Day that much
more fun no matter how he did. To see the video of the Foxy
Grey Fox on the air head over to Youtube, and search
VE2ARC and you will see the video that was shot by
BramVE2XCS. It was nice to see Eamon and his daughters
plus a friend teaming up to work HF SSB, giving us our youth
multiplier. Ladies you did papa proud! I also have to make a
mention of Malcolm VE2DDZ. Working satellite, is really
challenging during Field Day. He etched five contacts giving

© VE2DDZ - 2012
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us our sat multiplier, sweet. Here is the scoop on the actual
operating. 6 unlike last year was not booming. We only
manged to get 18, last year we really did well on this band
posting over 200. Clearly we did not do so well and the only
reason for this is simple, 6 was not open. Our best bands were
40 and 20 meters. The surprise was on 80 where we actually
did very well.
Below is the breakdown by band and mode.
06 CW 01 SSB 18
10 CW 00 SSB 00
15 CW 81 SSB 21
20 CW 243 SSB 305
40 CW 213 SSB 196
80 CW 77 SSB 64
Total 604, with the satellite contacts counted in we have 608.
Bonus Points:
100% Emergency power 100
Media Publicity 100
Set-up in Public Place 100
Information Booth 100
W1AW Field Day Message 100
Satellite QSO completed 100
Natural power QSOs completed 100
Site Visit by invited served agency official 100
Youth participation 60
Youth operators 3
Youth participants 5
Submitted via the Web 50
Educational activity 100
Total Bonus Points 1,010
Add in the power multiplier x 2 and add it all up and the total
comes to 4,686 points. Probably our best ever for this event.
As I mentioned the real surprise was on 80. A band that is
hard to work at anytime but, in summer it can be brutal. That
is why it's impressive to see a total QSO count of 141 CW SSB
combined. In essence the 80 meter results made up for the loss
of the 6 meter and 10 meter activity. Overall we had 25
participants too many to list. So if you were on the air or part
of the set up and tear down crew or you just came by to say hi
and lend some moral support it all counted. Oh yes and for
those who supplied and cooked the food, thanks for the good
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eats. We should also remember that this is a public event and
the fact that many in the area near the park did stop by to say
hi and ask the usual 21 questions. That is what makes Field
Day really special. Seeing curiosity peaked and questions
asked about what hams do for fun and in emergencies helps
bolster the image of a good neighbour who is willing to help in
times of trouble. Everyone who helped to make Field Day a
successful event deserves a big thank you, so THANK YOU.
There are some notable mentions that do
need to be made.
Specifically George
VE2NGH.
His technical expertise was
invaluable. The 80 meter sloping vertical,
the use of his equipment, computers and
software along with the great care and time
he took to design and ensure the safe
construction and use of all the gear is one of
the many reasons the event went so very
well. Paul VE2OFH and the executive teams from CUARC
and WIARC. The time the effort and the patience needed to
plan and coordinate the event. We see the finished product,
the fruit of their labour but, without that labour and time a
large scale event like this develops kinks, the last thing we
need is kinks. These guys ensured there were none. Keeping
us fed and energized, Charles VE2RFI. Imagine having to
cook for at least 25 people. Not easy, not easy at all.
Especially when in a setting like ours, outdoor cooking is a
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unique challenge But, thanks to his devotion and skill we all
got fed. Anyone who has ever done a night shift will note how
tough that can be. Imagine sitting for hours in front of a radio
listening to CW. Vlad VA2AN and Bob VE2AXO did an
astounding job working the CW portion of the bands during
the day as well as overnight, accounting for just over 50% of
our total contacts, simply amazing guys. Towers don't erect
and tear themselves down. Antennas do not tune themselves
and they do not put themselves or take
themselves apart. That requires a crew and
had many hands helping to do all of the
above quickly yet safely. Of course getting
the gear antennas and accessories to the site
are important. Paul VE2OFH and Dan
VE7DUI,
like
the
call,
provided
transportation of the towers and other
© VE2XCS - 2012 important parts of the station plus accessories
to the site. If I have missed anyone please beg my pardon and
accept the deepest gratitude for a job well done in making sure
that Field Day went so very well.
Now for next year, 2A? Can we do it? I leave that question to
rattle in the brain during the fall. Now over to our president
Paul VE2OFH. Paul I know you have been doing some cool
things this summer plus we would like to know what's on tap
for the RAC AGM and our 80th anniversary.
Cliff T VA2UTC, Marcogram Content Editor.

MARC 80th Anniversary / Radio Talk / RAC AGM
September 22, 2012 is a big day to put on your calendar this year. In honour of our 80th anniversary, RAC has agreed to hold
their annual general meeting in Montreal. MARC and WIARC will be hosting the event at this year's Radio Talk conference.
Radio Talk is a significant new event on the MARC calendar of yearly activities and I predict that in a few years time, it will be a
major happening among the amateur radio community. Here is the list of guest speakers you can expect to hear at this year's
conference.
• Gilles Renucci VE2TZT , Topic to be announced
• Michel Graveline VE2WMG, on Ballooning with amateur radio
• Claude Everton VE2YI, with the latest on digital modes for amateur radio
• Concordia University Space group, will be presenting their ongoing satellite design project
• Jimmy Howard VE2JWH, will be present a talk on communication with lasers
• Bryan Rawlings VE3QN, will be speaking about his excellent work with the ITU
The AGM proper will be starting at 16h00 local time, and all interested hams are encouraged to participate.
Of course no anniversary celebration would be complete without a dinner and our event is no exception. From approximately
19h00 we will all be meeting at the Bar-B-Barn to cap off the day with a chicken and ribs celebratory dinner, complete with door
prizes and guest speaker (Geoff Bawden VE4BAW, President of RAC).
Your presence at this event will be key to a successful event and as such, we are counting on you to be there as well as get the
word out to your friends and relations in the amateur radio community. Our two clubs, WIARC and MARC are being watched
across Canada by many to see how we do things in Montreal. Lets put our best foot forward and show them the robust
community of amateur radio enthusiasts that we are.
73 de Paul, VE2OFH
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MARC Canada Day in Millennium Park

Once again this year MARC provided a display promoting
amateur radio at Canada Day celebrations in Millennium Park.
Canada Day displays over the past few years have featured
satellite radio, HF and VHF communications in various forms
and club members have enjoyed mixing it up to provide
something new each year. This year was no exception and I
was happy to loan my Truck to the club for they day so we
could show off a mobile amateur radio station as part of this
years display. DMR (Digital Mobile Radio) was also on
display and contacts were made in Germany, South Africa and
across the United States via the VA2CYH repeater which
provides local, North American and World Wide channels
enabling hams to talk to each other, send text messages and
much more with this new digital mode of communication.
An amplified speaker, kindly provided by Dan VA2KEY was
hooked up to the IC7000 in the vehicle and the RAC Canada
Day Contest provided folks with a taste of amateur radio sport.
What a great way to promote amateur radio in the local
community and many folks stopped by our table to learn more.
Manning the MARC table this year (at various times), were
Pierre VE2PPF, Sheldon VA2SH, George VE2NGH, Vernon
VE2MBS, Jim VE2VE and myself. Dan VA2KEY spent some
time visiting with us at the kiosk As did Norman VE2NHK our
Quebec ARES CEC, Carole VA2NDJ and their son Dany,
along with Frank VE2TOR and Marc-André VE2EVN who we

© VE2DDZ - 2012

Amateur Radio and APRS Save the Day
On the weekend of July 21 George VE2NGH, Sheldon VA2SH
and myself decided that we would participate in the CQ World
Wide VHF contest from the St-Joseph peak of Mont Mégantic.
We thought it would be a fun thing to do and doubly so as Dan
VA2KEY and Malcolm VE2DDZ were also planning on
heading up that way for the SOTA Mega-Activation event that
had been organized by the Quebec Chapter of Summits On The
AIR. It was an easy matter for George, Sheldon and I to tag
along, operate in the great outdoors and enjoy the camaraderie
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© VE2MBS - 2012
were all very happy to see.
While the music was a little loud to make amateur radio
contacts throughout much of the day, there were many
activities and a good time was had by all. For posterity,
George VE2NGH brought along a professional digital video
camcorder that he found on Ebay for a song, He can perhaps
be convinced to bring footage of the day to one of the club
meetings. Some of the things he caught on film, I'm sure you'll
want to see. In fact, I hear he snapped footage of a well known
local ham letting his hair down at the square dance. I'll be
discreet and wont drop any names, but his callsign in phonetics
is Victor Echo 2 Mr BoJangles Squaredancin.
73 de Paul, VE2OFH

© VE2BWS - 2012

of fellow amateur radio enthusiasts. So on Friday afternoon,
we piled into my truck with two 8 foot tower sections, a rotor,
control box and beams for 6 and 2 meters. We also had a 1.3
KW generator and 165 amp hours of batteries. In short, we
were locked and loaded for a ham radio adventure.
In my truck along with the three radios, I have several GPS
units. There is a Garmin hockey puck type unit that I use for
mobile APRS operations, a Garmin nuvi automotive and a
hand held Garmin e-Trek legend with topographical maps that
I use mainly for fishing and mushrooming when I head up
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north on wilderness trips. George had booked us a room at a
very nice little bed and breakfast called the Auberge Saint
Leon for the weekend, so I plugged the address into my
Garmin Nuvi and off we went. For the most part, the nuvi
performed as expected, but these units are designed more for
city use and it is unclear how often maps of outlying regions
get updated. At any rate, we were almost to our destination
when the GPS unit indicated a turn to the right into a small
forest road, which we took for about a mile before running into
a dead end (it turns out that road had not been used in 15
years). At the end of it, we found ourselves in a wooded field
with high grass all around and a muddy trail leaving off
amongst the trees with no room to take a U-turn. Not wanting
to venture any further, I drove my truck off the road into the
high grass, so I could have enough space to back up and turn
around. Well in retrospect, the muddy trail leaving off into the
woods should have tipped me off to be more careful in my
manoeuvre because we quite promptly sank into about two and
a half feet of mud. The truck chassis was sitting on the ground.
Being of the stubborn sort, I tried for quite a while to rock us
out of there, but the only thing I really succeeded in doing was
getting my truck all dirty and ripping of the plastic skirt that
held the fog lights at the bottom of the bumper. So there we
were, stuck.
That's when George began speaking in
Hungarian... I'm not quite sure what it was he said, but I'm
sure it had something to do with me choosing to ignore the
very basic map he had brought along with us and what he
thought of me at that present time. There was no phone
service, dusk was upon us and it was now certain that we were
going to miss our organized visit to the Mont Mégantic
observatory that evening.
We had already raised Dan VA2KEY who had arrived earlier
on the VE2RJC repeater, and we had been talking back and
forth for a while so we knew he was monitoring for us. We
raised him again and advised him of our situation and that we
would need help to get ourselves out. There are a lot of forest
roads in the area and a description of, “we turned right into a
forest road” wasn't going to be a lot of help for whoever it was
that was going to come and pull us out. The focus then turned
to finding out exactly where we were so that help could arrive.
While Jean (one of our excellent hosts at the B&B) was calling
local officials to organize an ATV search party (Oh my
goodness a search party! How embarrassing...), Dan pulled out
his laptop (lucky us that he had it with him) and got onto the
APRS.fi web site using the B&B's wifi connection. Dan knew
that I broadcast APRS telemetry while mobile, so it was a
simple matter for him to find my beacons overlaid onto a
Google map. He was able to transpose our coordinates from
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the web site onto a local map and show it to Emile (the tow
truck operator) who recognized where we were from the map.
Alain (another of our hosts at the B&B) knows the area and
informs Dan that even knowing where we were, the tow truck
might not be able to make it and a tractor might be needed
instead. Emile however who has much experience in these
matters (apparently we are not the first to err like this) felt
confident that he could get us out. Good thing too, because
Alain tells me that Emile is the only tow truck operator in the
area that would be willing to venture along that trail and he's
the one they always call for the difficult towing jobs. Using
my APRS coordinates, Emile and Dan (with his HT of course)
came across what they believed to be the turn off that we took.
After driving along the trails a ways, while maintaining radio
contact with us and honking horns (which we never heard for
the trees). Emile decided it was better to continue on foot,
before going too far in. So Dan and Emile started walking from
their end, while I started walking from our end back to where
we came in (George was still speaking in Hungarian for some
strange reason...). It was indeed the right trail and we met
halfway along the road and Dan, Emile and myself all walked
back to the tow truck. Emile was able to drive forward for most
of the way, but stopped at a small lumber clearing site to turn
around and he backed in along that narrow road, in the dark for
the last half a kilometre or so. Arriving at the site, it took only
a few minutes for Emile to hook up his winch and pull us out
of the mud. We were able to follow him out under our own
power and by 22h20 we were all at the B&B safe and sound.
We went into the woods somewhere around 19h00 and were
back out by 22h00 a few hours behind schedule, but still better
than the women and her two kids who Emile told us was lost
for 8 days in the woods and found eating berries, lizards and
roots when rescued. Of course by this time, George had
switched from Hungarian to English again and began teasing
me about my navigation skills. I don't mind telling you I was
very happy to have radio and APRS capabilities in my vehicle
otherwise we may have been up there longer than planned. For
the rest of the weekend, I of course did the only sensible thing
to do to stop the teasing and assigned George navigational
duty. High adventure I tell you and it all played out on the
Mont Mégantic VE2RJC repeater in front of the 15-20 hams
and friends who had arrived to operate. They were all very
discreet of course and the only snickering I really had to put up
with was from George, Sheldon and Dan (all my gud buddies
natch) still, I knew that every one was listening and they knew,
I knew, that they knew... I think my ears still get a little red
when I think about it even now...
73 de Paul, VE2OFH
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