marcOgram

Official Publication of The Montreal Amateur Radio Club Inc. Box 53047 - RPO Dorval, Dorval Quebec H9S 5W4

A MARC Monthly Newslettet \Volume 53,Number 6 March 2008

Next meeting - Wednesday 26 March 2008

Ragchew and Fleamarket: 19:30, Club meeting: 20:00

Communications and the Notman Collection, a presentation by Nora Hague, V A2NH
St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish Church
4455 West Broadway (corner of Terrebonne) in N.D.G. - Montreal

(Please enter by the back door)

It’s still our 75th
Anniversary Year

[N
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Hello,

Well, in spite of the snowbanks outside
my window which make it impossible
to see the street and, for that matter
hide much of the house across the
street there is a rumour that spring is
on its way There are rumours that
warmer temperatures are on their way
and for many I'm sure they won't come
fast enoughWith the better weather
comes hamfest season and the MARC
fleamarket will be or\pril 12. We

look forward to your much needed
support of this event as a volunteer
attendee or vendor as this event goes a
long way to keeping the club's fi
nances healthy - not to mention the
opportunity of new acquisitions for the
shack.

Last month's meeting, in spite of not-
quite-ideal weather was well attended
and very interesting. It will also be
interesting to see what the 2000RC

will bring for amateur radioWhat is
certainly clear is that emggncy
communications is an important aspect
of the future of amateur radio.

This month's meeting promises to be
both interesting and a bit éfence

and | am looking forward to seeing the
presentation as well as all of you there.

73 de Jim.
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Paul MacDougall, V A2YQ
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Club Call Sign: VE2ARC
Club W ebsite: http://www .marc.qc.ca_

Club Email: vezarc@rac.ca

Repeaters

VE2BG!! 147.06 MHz (+)

Owned and operated by Montreal )
Amateur Radio Club. Located on the Point
Claire water tower.

VE2RED! 147.27 MHz (+)

Owned and operated by the Montreal
Amateur radio Club.

VE2RJS 449.975 MHz (-)

Owned by the Montreal Amateur Radio
Club and operated by the Cote St. Luc
Amateur radio Association.

Meetings of the Board of Dir ectors are
open to any member to attend. Board
meetings are held on the first
Wednesday of the month (Sept. to
June) at 7:30 PM at the Monteal
Association for the Blind, 7000
Sherbrooke St. West.

Should you wish to attend one of the
meetings ¥1ou are welcome. Just speak
to one of the directors before-hand to
make certain that the meeting has
neither been cancelled, nor the
location changed.

The MarcOgram is published nine
times per year on the second to last
Wednesday of September thiough
June, excepting Decemberby the
Montr eal Amateur radio Club.

Advertising and copy deadline is one
week prior to publication.

Ron Campbell, VA2RJIC
vazrijc@videotron.ca

Tel: 514-767-2804
Annual Fees are:

$25.00
$25.00
White cane memberd  $15.00
Family members (per family) $30.00

GeneralMembers..!
Associate Memberd

The membership year runs from
September 1 toAugust 31.
Membership received on or after June
1 commences immediately and
extends through the subsequent
membership year - covering a period
of up to fifteen months.

Articles published in the Mar cOgram
may be reproduced provided credit is
given to the original author and the
Montr eal Amateur radio club.

The opinions expressed heein are,

unless otherwise stated, solely those of

the authors concerned, and not those

of the Club, the Dir ectors or members

%?dbdo not represent the policy of the
ub.

Club meetings are held on the last
Wednesday of the montiihe meet

ings will be held in the Lounge which
is the rearmost door on the South side
of the building unless we have reason
to hold it in the Parish Hall which is
the first door on the South side of the
building.An informal flea-market and
ragchew session starts at 19:30 with
the formal meeting starting at 20:00.
STM buses 51, 162, and 105 stop
nearby

TheApril issue of the marcOgram
will provide some details of the
2008 St. Patrick's Parade.
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The rates are as follows:
Business card $ 5.00 per issue
Half page $12.00 per issue

a business to place an ad.

75t Anniversary Fundraiser

Quarter page
Full page

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
In order for MARC to reach some of it's goals, the BOD have decided to increase the advertising in the marcOgram newsletter.

$ 7.00 per issue
$20.00 per issue
The “Marcogram” from September to May, which is eight issues. This year we added June, which becomes a free month. So
we actually publish nine issues. We have a list distribution of about 200 persons. A business card placed for 8 issues would
only be $ 40.00. We are asking for all members to try and contribute either via a donation, or asking a friend or family who has

Congratulation to our Prez Jim,
VE2VE.

On 26 February 2008, the Board of
Directors of RAC conducted a
teleconference meeting to elect two
new members to the RAC Executive:

- Jim HayVE2VE of Pointe Claire QC
was electedice-President,

Technical and\dministrative Services.
This election confirms Jim's

recent assumption of responsibilities
for RAC's information technology
requirements. Jim'sfefts have al
ready provided users of RAC's
website with impressive improvements
in the speed and quality of

service. He has recently tackled some
of the problems with S&M that

affected many users of RAC's e-mail
alias service. RAC and Canadian
RadioAmateurs are very lucky to have
someone with Jim's experience and
skills contributing to our national or
ganisation.

- John Bartlett/E10Z of Hammonds
Plains NS was electadice-President
Public Relations and will lead RAC's
efforts to develop strategies to
improve RAC's membership across
Canada and to promofenateur Radio
to the Canadian public. John comes to
RAC with enormous experience and
knowledge o Amateur Radio and an
excellent professional background in
the telecommunications industry both
in Canada and abroad.
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The Board of Directors and Executive
of RAC warmly welcome Jim and
John to RAC's leadership team.

The March MARC meeting will in
clude an interesting topic on i&ual
Communications” given by Nora
Hague VA2NH. It's basically a com
pendium of visual devices that cem
municate, For example, railway sema
phores, time balls, telephone, radios,
etc. Nora will also include a discus
sion on the “Notman” collection.

That's it -

Your editor.

Rjcam the \Wdeo-n-Podcast Ham,
VA2RJC

James G. DeaVE3IQ with support
from Bryan RawlingsYE3QN
provided an excellent presentation on
the workings offheWorld

James, VE3IQ being introduced by
Jim, VE2VE MARC President

Radiocommunication Conference
2007 (WRC-2007) held in Geneva,
Switzerland from October 22 through
November 16At the end of the
conference, theVRC established the
agenda for the nedWRC-201L, as

well as the preliminary agenda for
subsequertVRC.

James explained the complexity of
these meeting and how much work is
carried out behind the scenes.

For example, thAmateur Service
gained its new secondary allocation of
135.7 - 137.8 kHz with a power-re




Submissions for entry into
marcOgram

For submissions of text only it is
preferable that you send as a “.txt”
file, howeverMS Wrd is acceptable.

For pictures please use “jpg” format
with maximum size 400 x 240. \\daer
possible use at least 240 dpi.

For clip art if possible use “gif”.
Maximum size 480 x 340 pix. This will
give a pictue size of apmximately 8
Kb.

Contact me at:

vazric@videotron.ca
HomeTel: 514-767-2804

striction of 1 watt EIRFAchieving
agreement was expected to be straigh
forward.The preparatory studies indi
cated good support for an allocation.
However at theWRC, some Middle
East administrations voiced opposition
to any allocation to thAmateur Serv
ice. In the end, thAmateur Service
won but with added footnotes to the
Table of Frequencillocations, noting

pag'ation conditions

1 think the points in this slide are
extremely important as to how we
all should be selling the Radio
Amateur Service. The Editor

that in a few Middle Eastern countries

James, VE3IO

the maritime mobile service had pror
ity and there would not be any alleca
tion for radioAmateurs in those coun
tries.

There were 3117 registered delegates
from 157 countries and 88 interna
tional oganizations represented at the
WRC-2001. So | think James made it
very clear that nothing happens with
ease at 8VRC.

MARC wishes to thank both James,
VE3IQ and BryanVE3QN for their
very informative presentatioAt

21:30 Hrs, James responded to many
guestions for MARC members.

Tornado Outbreak Response in the
Ozarks

A German mobile emergency station
on exhibition at the WRC-2007

SKYWARN operators tracked the
largest outbreak of tornados ever
experienced during the month of Janu
ary in Missouri. Long-range

forecast models had identified the
weather pattern ten days ahead of
the outbreak, which occurred January
7-8. Broadcasts of the hazardous
weather outlook were made on NOAA
weather radio, the Southwest
Missouri Regional SKYWWRN re-
peater NONWS on 145.49 MHz, and
other local SKYWARN repeaters
throughout the NationdVeather Serv
ice (Springfield, Missouri diice)
warning areaARES groups, emer
gency managers and SKVARN spot
ter groups were well prepared.

At 1:55 PM on January 7, the first tor
nado watch was issued and
immediately transmitted on the
NONWS repeatemwith the regional
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SKYWARN network placed in
standby mode by NCS Jim Sellars,
NOUAM.BIll Davis, KCOKQT,
Meteorologist-in-Chaye in Spring
field, operated the NONWS amateur
station located at the NWSfigke and
monitored emayency trafic and se
vere weather reports.

By 5 PM, tornado warnings were in
effect for several counties in the
Missouri Ozarks and the full 37 county
regional SKYVWARN network was
active. Jame¥roman ACOBN, re
ported a tornado on the ground just
southwest of Monett, Missouri, to the
NWS via the 146.97 MHz Ozarks
ARS club SKYWARN repeaterThe
EF-2 tornado struck a mobile home
park thereAmateurs passed ground
truths to the NWS, confirming what
the RADAR operator sawhe NWS
was able to provide increased warning
times for people living along storm
tracks. Scott Hilmes, KCOWTL, was
also intercepting the storms along with
professional storm chaser Randy
Hicks, providing reports on wall
clouds, funnels and tornadoes in the
Lawrence, Christian and Greene
county areas to the NWS.

RandyAtkinson, KCOIQM,Terry
ShoemakerKE4LQW, and Christian
CountyARES EC/Deputy Regional
SKYWARN Coordinator Pat Conway
WABJGM, acted as net controls on the
145.23 MHz Highlandvill&ARES re
peater in Christian Countyhey coor
dinated the dérts of 30 mobile inter
cept spotters as they tracked the repeti
tive storms crossing their area through
the early evening.

Greene CountpARES/RACES EC

Ken BaremoreWWOKRB, monitored
numerous repeaters and assisted the
Red Cross and the Greene County
EOC with stafing and response.

After 6 PM, super cell thunderstorms
were producing tornadoes in
Lawrence, Greene amilebster coun
ties simultaneouslyNumerous mobile
intercept and fixed SKYWRN spot
ters provided ground truth reports of
wall clouds, funnels and at least 10
confirmed tornadoes in these
counties.

Mobile operators Jéflohnson, KONI,
lan Horton, KBOUTW Doug
Schumpert, KODPS, and Bob Hessee,
NOXJJ, intercepted an EF-3 tornado
northeast of Springfield and reported
on it until it was near Conway Web-
ster County where they were blocked
by a poor highway networRhey
stopped and rendered aid along the
damage path in the Stfafd and
Marshfield areas until other first-re
sponders arrived on the scene. John
JacksonWAODFE, repeatedly crossed
the tornado path relaying criticalin
formation to the Greene County EC,
NWS and emeyency responderéit

the same time, mobile intercept and
fixed spotters were reporting damages
in southwest Greene County while
continuing to track the super cells
crossing the area, reporting wall
clouds, funnels, baseball size hail and
dangerous winds of more than

70 miles per hour

By 7 PM, Steve PalmeKAOSPM,
activated the damage assessment and

Dell Direct Stare, Montreal
Sales & Finance Representative
Promenades St-Bruno

Place vour order entline:

W L

enter f# 3386 10 order

D&LL

ell Canada Inc
Regional Sa
1010 Shevbrooke St W, Suite 720
Montreal, Quebec
Dell Direct Store: of
Office: 1.800.999.3355 exi 5386

Justin_grow@dell.com

H3A 2R7

50.461.9595
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information net on the 146.91 MHz
WOEBE repeater and began relaying
storm damage reports to the NWS and
helping pre-stage spotters across

the rest of the region.

After a tornado would rip through an
areaAmateur Radio mobile reports
became damage reports as the hams
metamorphosed from storm spotters to
first respondersThe Springfield NWS
office itself became a tget of two
tornadoes, forcing meteorologists and
liaison Rod Kittleman, KOADI, to take
cover in the NWS tornado bunker and
relinquishing forecasting and warning
responsibilities to the National
Weather Forecastingfiade in Paducah,
Kentucky

At 7:50 PM, the Storm Prediction Gen
ter issued tornado watch #5, with

the designation of "This is a particu
larly dangerous situation," meaning
that long track, strong to violent torma
does were expected. By 8 PM, severe
storms were moving northeast on a
line from extreme southwest Missouri
into central Missouri along the Inter
state 44 corridoiThese storms were
"training," which means one storm was
following anotherMcDonald County
Missouri, was under 6 to 8 separate
tornado warnings within an eight-hour
period.

The regional SKYWRN net re

mained active until the threat of severe
weather no longer existed, coinciding
with theTornadoWatch

expiration at AM, Tuesday morning.
Three people were killed and about 20
were injured during this tornado eut
break. Multiple repeater systems were
used and hundreds Afmateur Radio
emegency responders contributed
thousands of man-hours to enhance the
safety of the citizens of southwest
Missouri and Kansas. -- Rod Kittle
man, KOADI, Southwest Missouri
ARRL PIO

Caledonia, Mississippi Tornado Re-
sponse

January 10, 2008 An EF3 tornado
hit Caledonia, Mississippi,
causing major damage to the town.

Before the storm, the Lowndes
5




County EOC requested storm spotters
to be activatedTheAmateur Radio
station at the EOC was activated and
operators received weather reports
from the field After the stormed
passed, the EOC deployed radio opera
tors to the town of Caledonia, who
then reported major damage to homes
and buildingsThe EOC set up a
command post at the fire station there,
andARES was requested to handle
traffic for the EOC andmerican Red
Cross.

TheAmerican Red Cross set up a shel
ter at a church outside of the disaster
area. Hams set up portable lights and
generators for the sheltdhe Monroe
CountyAmateur Radio Club set up
their repeater for a secondary emer
gency contact frequency in Monroe
County The EOC ham radio station
was manned from 1:20 PM until the
scale-down time at 7 PM\mateurs
providing emegency communications
were: Jacky

Schwartz, KA1RBC (Monroe County
Net Control); Diane Scallions,
KD5HVF (Lowndes County Net Cen
trol); Dale Casterline, KM5MS; James
Wells, KESAID; Ken Campbell,
AD5DO (Monroe County EC); John
Rowe, KESECA; and Doug Scallions,
KD5FUO (Lowndes County EC). --
Doug Scallions, KD5FUO, EC Lown
des County

Wisconsin Tornado Response

January 7, 2008 A rare January EF3
tornado inWisconsin destroyed
houses and knocked out poweis
placing about 160 peopl&he Red
Cross activated Kenosha County and
Racine CountARES groups to
provide logistical communications at
the two relief shelters in Kenosha
County as well as from a communica
tions station at the Kenosha County
EOC. Shadowindmerican Red Cross
teamsARES members helped relay
damage assessments back to the Red
Cross building in Racine.

RacineAssistant EQ\lex Voss,
N9RGX, said "V¢ set up a communi
cations network at th&tmerican Red
Cross in Racine, outside of the af
fected areaWe were ready to go when

A M A T E U R R A

activated. | couldn't be more proud of
our volunteersWe will work with the
responding agencies as long as they
need usWe'll take what we've learned
this time and use it to improve our re
sponse in the future."

Wisconsin SEMVilliam Niemuth,
KB9ENO, reported "inWheatland, 20

homes were destroyed. In Kenosha, six

homes were destroyed." He thanked
the 18ARES and RACES members
who responded. "l bet this morning
that [the 18 responders] never thought
they would be responding to help their
community recover from an EF3 tor
nado by evening! But, the reality is
emegency and disaster situations most
always catch us by surprisehat is

why we train and prepare."

Sherif Beth concurred: "It was heart-
wrenching to see how most of

these people are volunteers, and they
just strap on their clothes, they leave
their loved ones at home and they go
running to help others. -- Racine
County EC Jim Markstrom,
KB9MMA; Racine CountyAEC
AlexandeVoss, NORGXWisconsin
SECWilliam Niemuth, KBOENO;
David Voss,WB9USI; in theARRL
Letter

Illinois Flooding Response

January 10, 2008 -- Flooding of the
Iroquois River and Sugar Creek in
Iroquois Countylllinois, resulted in
the lroquois Countimateur Radio
ClubARES Group supportingmeri-
can Red Cross and the Iroquois
emegency management agency with
communications using agency radios.
ARES members provided Red Cross
with damage assessments and shelter
support.There were 13 amateurs par
ticipating. Duration of the event was
12 daysThe Iroquois CountAmateur
Radio SKYWARN Net was held

on the 147.03 MHz (WAR'X),

444.625 MHz (W9QKF), and the
146.85 MHz (K9R) repeaters.

ARES members worked at tAeneri-
can Red Cross local chaptefiod,

Red Cross Shelters set up for displaced

persons, the lroquois County EOC,

suite 204

489-5723

STEPHEN PICKFORD --TRAVEL EX-
PERT

Host of The Travel Hour with Stephen
Pickford and Friends (formerly CIQC's
Travel World Radio Show)
--www.stephenpickford.com

and with Red Cross Damagesess
mentTeam members. Justin

Kaiset KC9GNH, provided emer
gency information vi&dAM/FM Radio
StationWGFA located inWatseka.
This station was reachable only by
boat. The W9QKF repeater site was
also flooded but a quick thinking
Kaiser put the repeater up on a table
and kept it in operation. -- Roy Eades,
KA9MZJ, EC Ford/Iroquois Counties
<ka9mzj@mchsi.com

New England Nor'easter ARES/
RACES/SKYWARN Response

January 14, 2008 A Nor'easter
prompted an activation of
ARES/RACES/SKYVARN groups
across New England as the storm
brought a heavy wet snow to the re
gion causing damage to trees and
power lines particularly in portions of
Massachusetts, Northern Connecticut,
and Northwest Rhode Islanthe Na
tional Weather Service (NWSjaun

ton, Massachusetfsmateur Radio
station WX1BOX, NWS Gray Maine
stationWX1GYX, and the Massachu
setts State EOC and Region 1 Head
guarters covering northeast Massachu
setts were active.
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SKYWARN nets were activated to
report snowfall and storm related
damage. RayWeber KA1JJM, and

Eric Tuller, N1QKO, fromWestern
Massachusetts SKYMRN were ae

tive gathering reports, with the hardest
hit areas being in the Springfield area.

Rob Macedo, KD1CYEastern Massa
chusetts SEC andRES SKYWARN
Coordinator for NWSaunton, said
"At the height of the storm, over
9,000 homes in the area lost power
The MountTom, 146.94 MHz
repeater was used.

In northern Connecticut, Roger Jean
faivre, K1RAI, Hartford-Tolland

County SKYWARN Coordinator re
layed reports from the 146.79 MHz
Vernon repeatesponsored by the Rio
neerValley RadicAssociation

(PVRA). The KB1AEV Connecticut
linked repeater system was also used.

In Rhode IslandARES activated their
snow desk providing reports on

road conditions and snowfall reports
and SKYWARN there also monitored
the situation. John Buco, N1EGS,
from Rhode Island SKYWRN, re-
ported significant tree and power line
damage. Rhode Island EM2oordina
tor andARES SEC RiclAndreano,
K30QH, and SKYVWARN Coordinator
Martin Mendelson, closely monitored
the situation.

The New England EchoLink/IRLP
Reflector gateway system was active
on Echolink conference *NEVENG*

Electronic mail: info@pretaparty.com
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Node: 9123/IRLP123.This served as
an interoperability hub between the
Massachusetts State EOC, the

Massachusetts Region 1 Headquarters,

NWS Taunton, Massachusetts and
NWS Gray Maine. Snowfall and dam
age reports were received from over
20 connections that were attached to
the system.

In Central and Eastern Massachusetts,
North Shore SKYWRN was active
on the NSRAL45.47 MHz Danvers
repeater with SKY\WRN monitoring
in Central Massachusetts on the
146.97 MHz Paxton repeatdhe
146.895 MH2ANalpole repeater oper
ated under emgency power"We had
numerous trees and wires down with
the weight of the sngWsaid Roger
Turner W1ZSA, Walpole EMADirec
tor and Norfolk County SKYWRN
Coordinator

Tom Kinahan, N1CPE, Massachusetts
State RACES Radio @¢er, relayed
a report from Public Information @f
cer Peter Judge at Massachusetts.

Emegency Management HQ in Fram
ingham that at the height of the storm
45,000 people were without power in
the state. Kinahan did a shift at the
State EOC and stiaid the State EOC
with ham operators starting

at midnight Monday and securing at 4
PM Monday afternoon. -- Rob
Macedo, KD1CYEastern Massachu
setts SEC andRES SKYWARN Co
ordinator for NWSTaunton, Massa
chusetts

New Emcomm Software For Win-
dows Now Available For Beta Test-
ing

The NarrowBand Emgency Messag
ing System (NBEMS) development
team announced thatdindows
NBEMS software suite is now avall
able for beta testing. NBEMS fuvin-
dows is a suite of programs designed
for point-to-point, erroffree emer
gency messaging.

According to developers Skifeller,
KH6TY, and Dave Frees@/1HKJ,

the NBEMS system is designed-pri
marily for use o’/HF and up, or on

HF with NearVertical Incidence Sky
wave (NVIS) antenna3.he system
uses the computer soundcard as the
modem. Other than a simple

interface connection between the com
puter and transceivemo additional
hardware is needed. Composing and
sending em@ency messages on
NBEMS is no more difcult than
sending e-mail via the Internédl
forwarding is done by stations manned
by live operators on both ends who can
confirm that a frequency is clearlo
cally, or negotiate a frequency change
to avoid causing interference.

The NBEMS software can also be
used for daily casual communications
on PSK31, PSK63, RTY or MFSK16
and is capable of sending flawless,
high resolution, passport photo-sized
color images in less than 10 minutes
over any path that can sustain PSK250

The décor & entertainment specialists for all occasions!

Your satisfaction is our top priority!
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without excessive repeats, according to
program authors.

Radio amateurs are invited to partici
pate in the beta test of the NBEMS.
The NBEMS suite can be downloaded
from the NBEMSWeb site
<http://wlhkj.com/NBEMS#. Send
comments and bug reports via e-mail
<kh6ty@comcast.net

[Jay MusikarAF2C, DEC for East
Central District of Northern

Florida, wrote this about his experi
ence with the suite: "It can be very
useful as another tool for emcomm.
The software enables the user the op
tion of using any one of six digital
modes "on the fly The modes dér

the opportunity to receive and transmit
everything from simple text to graph
ics, all in narrow banded digital
modes. Some of the main advantages:
intuitive installation and usage, and
choice of modes - PSK 31, PSK 62,
PSK 125, PSK 250, MFSK andrRY.
Digital modes work well using low
power and NVIS antennas during
emegencies. Modes are narrowband.
A minor disadvantage is that the Mac
ros must utilize uppetase letters for
commands <COMMAND>The soft
ware is rather Spartan, but as anem
comm program it deserves considera
tion. It is simple and &&rs many op
tions. Oh yes, and it's free!"]

EmComm East: September 20, 2008

EmComm East will be held at St. John
Fisher College in Rochestétew

York, SaturdaySeptember 20, 2008.
EmComm East is aAmateur Radio
emegency communications confer
ence, wherdmateur Radio operators
involved in EmComm can attend train
ing sessions on technical topics, pur
chase equipment and supplies from
vendors, learn from served agencies,
obtainVE testing for license upgrades,
and interact with other EmComm-op
erators from all over the arebne
EmComm East Conference Committee
encouragedmateur Radio operators,
served

agencies, and others involved in emer
gency communication to submit

presentation proposals for general in
terest sessions. $30 pre-registration,
continental breakfast and lunch in
cluded. For more information, please
visit <http://www.emcommeast.gp.
Contact JdfWigal, WY7Q, at
<info@emcommeast.ge-

Material from The ARRL Letter is
reproduced in part it with permis-
sion. from The ARRL Letter/
American Radio Relay League

May 2nd and 3rd, 2008

Those of you who are avid flea market
and hamfest visitors would certainly
have heard of the NEAR-Fest by now
A successor to the famed Hosstraders
New Hampshire hamfest, NEAR-Fest
is a twice yearly event that is now up
to NEAR-Fest Ill.The first NEAR-

Fest was a tremendous success,
NEAR-Fest Il saw an increase in at
tendence and the event is certainly
now the premier fleamarket within
easy reach from Ottawa, Montreal and
Quebec CityMike CrestohIW1RC,

and the fest's ganizers have done a
splendid job gganizing the event, the
proof is in the attendence. Other than
having a good time, the NEAR-Fest's
organizers also have a more important
objective, to promote amateur radio, in
particular to today's youngsters.

Fleamarkets such as the NEAR-Fest
are an excellent way to equip a ham
shack, in particular if you would like

to save a hit of money by buying used
equipment. Radios, antennas, station
accessories, moonbounce systems,
satellite setups, all can be found at a
ham fest. For those who are interested
in test equipment or tools for their own
lab or workshop, fleamarkets are a
way to obtain professional equipment
at prices way below its original selling
price.The NEAR-Fest will provide
something of interest to any radio or
electronic enthusiast.

The drive down from Quebec takes
one through very pleasant scenery in

Vermont and New Hampshire. One
can camp out at the 'fest site or stay at
motels in nearby Manchest&o,

spend a little money and give yourself
the opportunity to enjoy the benefits of
our high Canadian dollaRemember
that new piece of equipment will show
the XYL how imaginative you are at
finding additional space in the base
ment. For more information go to the
NEAR-FestWeb site at
www.nearfest.com To learn about
preferred motel rates in the area, check
out the NEAR-Fest forum on the ‘fest's
Web site.

Leo,VE2SI
leo@physics.mcqill.ca

On May 31st, 2008, members of the
MorseTelegraph Club, Incorporated,
will gather for a reunion at the Expo
rail Canadian Railway Museum at
Delson / St. Constant near Montreal.

The MorseTelegraph Club is an Inter
national oganization founded in 1942
by telegraph operators from through
out the United States and Canada. In
addition to providing a fraternal link
for individuals once employed in the
telegraph industpyMTC Chapters
throughout NorttAmerica are exten
sively involved in their communities.
Members are involved in educational
activities, the construction of museum
exhibits, and conduct periodic demon
strations of telegraph technology
throughout NorttAmerica.

According to MTC International
President JamaAf/ades, “the telegraph
is a bit of a mystery to the general pub
lic. Most dont realize that telegraphy
was utilized in commercial service
well into the 1970s and 1980s in North
America, and even longer overseas.”

While many today refer to the devel
opment of the Internet as a “revelu
tion”, it is by comparison to the impact
of the telegraph simply a refinement.
The telegraph revolutionized war and
commerce. It standardized time and

marcOgram March 2008


http://w1hkj.com/NBEMS/
http://w1hkj.com/NBEMS/
mailto:kh6ty@comcast.net
mailto:kh6ty@comcast.net
http://www.emcommeast.org
http://www.emcommeast.org
mailto:info@emcommeast.org
mailto:info@emcommeast.org
http://www.near-fest.com
http://www.near-fest.com
mailto:leo@physics.mcgill.ca
mailto:leo@physics.mcgill.ca

made safe rail transportation possible.
It transformed local and regional stock
and commodities exchanges into
worldwide engines of economic pro
gress. It made a wide range of other
technologies and services possible
ranging from petroleum pipeline dis
tribution systems to modern urban fire
departments. Its impact on culture and
politics was also profound, as telegra
phy laid the foundation for modern
electronic news gathering, press syndi
cates, and similar services we take for
granted today

The last significant users of land teleg
raphy were the railroads'he Cana
dian railroads used telegraphy into the
1970s, whereas Morse was still til
ized in the United States on some-rail
way systems until the mid 1980s.

“There are undoubtedly quite a few
individuals once employed in the
commercial and railway telegraph in
dustry out there, and we would like to
reach out to them and make them
aware of our @anization” says
Wades.

Telegraphers interested in attending
the 2008 Internationdlelegraphers
Reunion near Montreal can find more
information at the granizations web

page: www.morsetelegraphclub.or
They may also write MiWades at 61

North Park St., No.10, Carbondale,
IL or e-mail him at

jameswades@gmail.coramateur

Radio Operators are also most wel
come at this event.

Media Contacts:

JamesdNVades, International President
Carbondale, IL. U.S.A.
618-457-0218

J.P Vermette, Director
MorseTelegraph Club, Inc.
RepentignyQC, Canada
450-581-5408

The latest flight was the fourth in the
series. It was hopeful that it would
make it all the way across the ocean.
The balloon took dforiskly from
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Knoxville, and climbed to a float
around 35,000 ftAt the next day's
sunset, a significant fraction of ballast
weight was dropped to accommodate
the loss of solar heating lift.

Date and Time of Launch
02:00-03:00 UTC March11i
Launch Location
Google Map to Downtown Island
Airport, Knoxville, TN
The Result
It was a record breaking flight!

3300 miles, 40 hours, almost made it
to Ireland.\isit spiritofknoxville.con?

By John Grow VE2EQL

Over the past years, the “CANAM
WXNET Club” holds the “Véather
Net”, which meets every night daily on
the Mount Sutton Repeat®E2RTC

on 146.640 (minus &fet). This is the
offshoot of the “Dwn-shippers Radio
Amateur Club”. It continued the “Has
slesWX Net” which was on the Jay
Peak repeateiThe Weather Net, has
been going almost as long as 2 meter
FM operation existedlheWX net
controllers, Steve KB1JKS, Don
VE2DIW and LennyW1LVT alternate
as controllers depending on the night
and schedulefhis is a controlled net,
with all communications going
through “Net Control”The net has a
regular following from hams iNer-
mont, NewYork, Quebec, and some
“Echo Link” check ins.

Check in at 9:00 PM Est on the
146.640 repeatefhe coverage is ex
cellent, and recent repairs / upgrades
have made using the repeater a pleas
ure to useThe CANAM group is an
informal group of hams, which sup
ports financiallythe operation and
maintenance of the repeatéou do

not have to be a member to check into
the netAll hams are welcomed.

/

WEBSITE:
http://canamwxnet.mikelachainel/ca

Training using 21st century

technology.

We need some assistance to

prepare and produce multi-
media (audio/video/
presentations) material to

support our endevours to ad-
vance our training material for

new Radio Amateurs and
other interesting subjects
such as APRS.

If you would like to assist in
this project please contact
one of the following:

James R. Hay, VE2VE

514-697-7205
jrhay@HayA.qc.ca
Sheldon Werner, VA2SH

sheldonm.werner@mac.com

Vernon lkeda, VE2MBS
ve2mbs@rac.ca
Paul MacDougall, VA2YQ

mapletree@vdn.ca
Ron Campbell, VA2RJC

va2Zrjc@videotron.ca

Some areas where assistance-s re
quired

scripting of subject matter

practical demonstration of circuits usin
test equipment

video presentation of subjects.
prepare powepoint presentatics

video demonstration of Radkmateur
special activities
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PO Box 67063-Lemoyne
St-Lambert, Quebec
J4R 278
tel/fax :450-671-3773
sans frais - toll free in Canada
1-800-463-3773
email : info@radiohf.ca
Web: http://www.radiohf.ca

Specialists in shortwave radio, scanners, amateur
radio, FRS/GMS, CB radio, antennas, accessories
and publications since 1995.1995.

Les spécialistes en radio ondes courtes, balayeurs
d'ondes, radio-amateur, dispositifs radio domes-
tiques (DRD/GMS), la bande publique (CB), anten-

SHORTWAVE & AM/FM RADIOS / RADIOS ONDES COURTES & AM/FM
A.O.R., ALINCO, GRUNDIG/ETON, ICOM, JRC, S.G.C., YAESU

SCANNERS / BALA YEURS D'ONDES
A.O.R., ALINCO, ICOM, UNIDEN/BEARCAT, WINRADIO

AMATEUR RADIO / RADIO-AMATEUR
ALINCO, ICOM, KENWOOD, RANGER, S.G.C., YAESU

CITIZENS BAND (CB) / BANDE PUBLIQUE (CB)
ASTATIC, COBRA, GALAXY, K40, MACO, PARADYNAMICS, RANGER, ROAD NOISE, SHAKE-
SPEARE, SOLARCON/ANTRON, UNIDEN, VALOR/PRO-AM, WILSON, WORKMAN

FRS & GMRS TWO WAY RADIOS / FRS ET GMRS PORTATIFS UHF
COBRA, GARMIN, ICOM, MOTOROLA

ANTENNAS / ANTENNES
ALPHA DELTA, ARROW, BUTTERNUT, COMET, COMPROD, CUBEX, CUSHCRAFT, DIAMOND,
FIRESTICK, FORCE 12, HUSTLER, HYGAIN, ISOTRON, LARSEN, MALDOL, MFJ,
MIRACLE ANTENNA, OUTBACKER, PRYME, RADIOWAVZ, TENNADYNE,
VALOR/PRO-AM, WORKMAN

SPECIALTY PRODUCTS / PRODUITS SPECIALISES
AMERITRON, ASTRON, BENCHER, CONNECT QUICK, DAIWA, D.C.l., GARMIN, GEOCRON, HEIL,
KANTRONICS, KIWA ELECTRONICS, L.D.G., MAGELLAN, MAHA, MFJ, MIRAGE, NYE VIKING, OP-
TOELECTRONICS, OREGON SCIENTIFIC, PALOMAR, PALSTAR,
PRYME, RF CONCEPTS, R.F. SYSTEMS, RIGBLASTER, S.G.C., TIMEWAVE, UNADILLA,
VECTRONICS, VIBROPLEX, WEST MOUNTAIN RADIO

PUBLICATIONS / PUBLICATIONS
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE (ARRL), ARTSCI, BAYLIN PUBLICATIONS, BILLBOARD (WRTH),
CQ, CRB, HIGHTEXT, IBS (PASSPORT), KLINGENFUSS, KRAUSE, LOOMPANICS, NATIONAL RADIO
CLUB, RADIO SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN, RADIO AMATEUR CALLBOOK, RADIO AMATEURS DU
QUEBEC, SCHIFFER BOOKS, SONORAN, TAB, TIARE

NATURE BOOKS / LIVRES DE LA NATURE
SIBLEY GUIDES , PETERSON FIELD GUIDES , NATIONAL A UDUBON SOCIETY

10"
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